
President Barack Obama speaks at the Cesar E. Chavez National Monument Monday, Oct. 8, 2012, in Keene, Calif. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 


Obama honors Cesar Chavez; rallies faithful 


JULIE PACE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — As 

the White House race 
shows signs of tighten¬ 
ing nationally. President 
Barack Obama’s cam¬ 
paign is banking on a 
massive get-out-the-vote 
operation and state-by- 
state shades of economic 
improvement to maintain 
its apparent polling edge 
in battlegrounds from Ohio 
to Virginia. Republican Mitt 
Romney, re-energized by 


last week’s debate, is flash¬ 
ing new confidence on the 
campaign trail and press¬ 
ing toward the political 
center on both foreign and 
domestic issues. But aides 
have outlined no clear path 
to winning the 270 Electoral 
College votes required to 
gain the White House. 
“Things are going pretty 
good,” the usually cautious 
Romney said Monday with 
a smile. Among Democrats, 
the swagger of the previous 
few weeks has all but van¬ 


ished since the debate. 
“Ultimately this is a tight 
race, and it's going to re¬ 
main a tight race until the 
end,” said Bill Burton, who 
runs Priorities USA Action, a 
pro-Obama super political 
action committee. 

Indeed, one month from 
Election Day, polls show a 
close race. And with mil¬ 
lions of Americans already 
voting and the potential 
for game-changing mo¬ 
ments diminishing, the can¬ 
didates have little room for 


error as they seek to sway 
a narrow swath of unde¬ 
cided voters. 

Obama aides acknowl¬ 
edge Romney’s strong 
turn on the debate stage 
helped him shift gears from 
a rocky September. But 
they also argue that Rom¬ 
ney’s momentum was ar¬ 
rested somewhat by a Fri¬ 
day jobs report showing the 
unemployment rate de¬ 
clined to 7.8 percent, the 
lowest level of Obama’s 
presidency. 


They say the president was 
thrown during the debate 
by what they call Rom¬ 
ney’s willingness to aban¬ 
don his previous positions, 
including his $5 trillion tax 
cut proposal. In the next 
debate — and in televi¬ 
sion advertisements before 
then — the Democrat and 
his aides are expected to 
accuse Romney of lying 
about his own plans. 


Continued on Page 4 
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Venezuela: 

Re-elected Chavez faces likely economic reckoning 


FRANK BAJAK 
IAN JAMES 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — During his re-elec¬ 
tion campaign. President 
Hugo Chavez promised to 
deepen the “21st century 
socialism” that has meant 
an ever-greater state role 
in the economy. That mes¬ 
sage won him a surprising 
11-percentage point win 
in what many had thought 
would be a tight race. 

Still, he’s set to start a fourth 
presidential term under 
challenging economic cir¬ 
cumstances. The govern¬ 
ment’s free-spending ways, 
bankrolling the generous 
social programs that aided 
his re-election, may be seri¬ 
ously crimped. 

Chavez faces immediate 
economic time bombs be¬ 
ginning with a rapidly ex¬ 
panding public debt, one 
of Latin America’s highest 
inflation rates and a weak¬ 
ening currency. 

Many economics be¬ 
lieve Chavez will have no 
choice but to devalue the 
currency, the bolivar, by 
about half early next year 
at the latest. That will make 
the money in people’s 
pockets suddenly worth a 
lot less and likely drive infla¬ 
tion while putting imported 
consumer goods out of 
reach for poorer Venezu¬ 
elans. 

“He's going fo have to deal 
with some very basic, mun¬ 
dane capitalist things, like 
reducing inflation,” which 
stands at 18 percent, said 
Eduardo Gamarra, a Latin 
American studies professor 
at Florida International Uni¬ 
versity in Miami. 


Price controls and govern¬ 
ment subsidies for basic 
foodstuffs have eased in¬ 
flationary pressures but a 
major devaluation would 
drive prices higher and 
could worsen scarcities. 


economists say. 
“Investment in social issues 
is great, but he needs to do 
other things as well that are 
going to make that econo¬ 
my more productive,” said 
Gamarra. 

Venezuela’s economy 
grew by 5 percent this 
year but only because of 
government spending, pri¬ 
marily on raising salaries 
for many of the country’s 
at least 2.4 million public 
employees and paying for 
thousands of new homes 
that Chavez is giving away, 
said Joao Pedro Ribeiro, an 


economist at Roubini Glob¬ 
al Economics in New York. 
“We think the outlook for 
the short term is very bleak,” 
he said, with economic 
growth at about 2 percent 
next year and “inflation 


spiking to 30 percent." 

The black market value of 
the Venezuelan bolivar, 
whose official value is set 
by the government, was 
double the official rate in 
July. It is now triple the of¬ 
ficial rate. 

At the heart of Chavez’s 
economic challenges is 
declining productivity in 
the oil industry, which ac¬ 
counts for 95 percent of ex¬ 
ports and funds Chavez's 
social programs. Govern¬ 
ing the country with the 
world’s largest proven oil 
reserves has so far insulated 


Chavez from the fallout of 
his confrontational polices, 
including a drop in foreign 
investment. 

But economist David Rees 
of London-based Capital 
Economics said the gov¬ 


ernment has relatively few 
dollars left, “having utilized 
them to fund an import 
binge ahead of the ballot. 
That will add to the reduc¬ 
tion in imports and increase 
in shortages.” 

Some experts say oil pro¬ 
duction has stagnated 
due to insufficient invest¬ 
ment and management 
problems in the state-run oil 
company. 

One measure of investor 
confidence in Venezuela, 
the price of its bonds, took 
a hit Monday as they fell 5 
percent to 7 percent, said 


Russell Dallen, a managing 
partner of the brokerage 
firm Caracas Capital Mar¬ 
kets. 

The bonds fell in value af¬ 
ter Chavez defeated Hen- 
rique Capriles, who won 44 
percent of the vote, giving 
the incumbent his smallest 
margin of victory ever in a 
presidential election. 

The government has more 
than tripled its public for¬ 
eign debt from $24.2 billion 
when Chavez took office to 
$88.7 billion in the first quar¬ 
ter of this year. Much of that 
foreign money has come 
from China, which has lent 
Venezuela more than $36 
billion in exchange for oil 
shipments. 

Even as he celebrated vic¬ 
tory before thousands of ju¬ 
bilant supporters early Mon¬ 
day, Chavez appeared to 
acknowledge he has let 
down some Venezuelans. 
People are upset by a soar¬ 
ing homicide rate, power 
outages and crumbling in¬ 
frastructure. 

“I pledge to you, I repeat, 
to every day be a better 
president than I’ve been,” 
he said, while also promis¬ 
ing greater effectiveness 
and efficiency from a gov¬ 
ernment whose payroll is 
bloated by patronage. 

The 58-year-old leader 
has said tests show he is 
cancer-free, but his illness 
has forced him to slow his 
pace and cut back on his 
frenetic days of late-night 
speeches and Cabinet 
meetings. He’s endured 
two rounds of surgery since 
June 2011 to remove tu¬ 
mors from his pelvic region 
as well as chemotherapy 
and radiation treatment. □ 



Homeless Efrain Juanipas, 37, rests on a makeshift bed made from a a cardboard box next to 
graffiti that reads in English: “We’re with Chavez,” in reference to Venezuela’s President Hugo 
Chavez, in Caracas, Venezuela, Monday, Oct. 8, 2012. Chavez won re-election and a new 
endorsement of his socialist project Sunday, surviving his closest race yet after a bitter campaign 
against opposition candidate Henrique Capriles. 

(AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) 
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Jews and Muslims warning 
of anti-Semitism in France 


State Dept had extended 
US security team in Libya 


MAIA de la BAUME 
© 2012 New York Times 
PARIS - Jewish and Muslim 
leaders here warned Mon¬ 
day of rising anti-Semitism 
among young Muslims, two 
days after the police ar¬ 
rested 11 men and fatally 
shot one in raids in a hand¬ 
ful of cities aimed at young 
radical French Muslims. 
President Francois Hol- 
lande met with Jewish and 
Muslim leaders Sunday 
and promised tighter secu¬ 
rity at Jewish religious sites. 
He said a new law would 
soon make it a crime to 
travel to militant training 
camps. “Nothing will be 
tolerated; nothing should 
happen,” Hollande said in 
a statement. “Any act, any 
remark will be prosecuted 
with the greatest firmness." 
News of the raids added 
to the anxieties of France's 
Jewish and Muslim popula¬ 
tions, which were unnerved 
by the killings in March of 
three French service mem¬ 
bers, a rabbi and three 
Jewish children in the Tou¬ 
louse region by a French 
Muslim who had trained 
with Islamic militants in 
Pakistan. Muslim and Jew¬ 
ish spokesmen say they 
worry about the domestic 
expansion of radical Islam. 
“We must take the mea¬ 
sure of this type of ideolo¬ 
gy,” Richard Prasquier, the 
head of Crif, a major Jew¬ 
ish organization in France, 
told France Inter radio on 
Monday. “I say that radical 
Islamism is Nazi ideology." 
Dalil Boubakeur, the rector 
of the Grande Mosquee in 


Paris, also warned of radi¬ 
calism, but said those ar¬ 
rested did not represent 
Muslims as a whole. 

The raids took place near 
Paris and in Nice, Cannes 
and Strasbourg, where po¬ 
lice officers killed Jeremie 
Louis-Sidney, 33, after he 
fired on them with a .357 
Magnum pistol when they 
entered the apartment he 
was in. His DNA was found 
on the remnants of a small 
grenade that was thrown 
into the kosher market in 
Sarcelles, a suburb of Paris, 
last month. The police de¬ 
scribed him as a French- 
born drug dealer who had 
become radicalized in 
prison and converted to Is¬ 
lam there. They said he had 
been under surveillance for 
months. 

On Monday, French news¬ 
papers similarly described 
the 11 suspects as young 
men born in France who 
had adopted a radical 
form of Islam, usually after 
getting into trouble with 
the law. An editorial in the 
daily newspaper Liberation 
called them “the lost chil¬ 
dren of the lost territories of 
the republic for whom the 
Jew is the enemy.” 

In another newspaper, Le 
Figaro, a former anti-terror- 
ism judge, Jean-Louis Bru- 
guiere, wrote: “In this case, 
the first elements collected 
seem to show that there is 
a phenomenon of self-rad- 
icalization that expanded 
in a rather worrisome way. 
Many of them haven't trav¬ 
eled to training camps in 
Afghanistan." Q 


LARRY MARGASAK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. embassy in Tripoli re¬ 
quested — and received 
— a four-month extension 
of a 16- member security 
team, a February request 


that showed just how dan¬ 
gerous the situation in Libya 
had become for American 
diplomats. 

The commander of the se¬ 
curity team, Lt. Col. Andrew 
Wood, told ABC News that 
slain U.S. Ambassador Chris 
Stevens had wanted the 
team to stay even longer — 
past the end of its extend¬ 
ed deployment in August. 
But the State Department 
said a request for a second 
extension was never made. 
Stevens and three other 
Americans were killed in an 
attack on U.S. diplomatic 
facilities in Benghazi, Lib¬ 
ya on Sept. 11. The House 


Oversight and Govern¬ 
ment Reform Committee 
is preparing for a hearing 
Wednesday on whether 
the State Department re¬ 
fused repeated requests 
for more security in Beng¬ 
hazi. The memo was ob- 


(AP Photo/Ibrahim Alaguri) 

tained from a government 
official who insisted on ano¬ 
nymity because he was not 
authorized to release the 
document. 

The State Department will 
send two officials to testify 
at the hearing, and Sec¬ 
retary of State Hillary Rod¬ 
ham Clinton has named an 
agency review board to 
determine whether security 
was lax. 

The FBI also is investigating 
the attacks, which Obama 
administration officials ini¬ 
tially described as a spon¬ 
taneous protest but now 
acknowledge was an act 
of terrorism. 


A senior State Department 
official said that after the 
team remained through 
August, it was replaced by 
an equal number of per¬ 
sonnel with the same skill 
sets. 

Had the security support 
team still been in Tripoli at 
the time of the attack in 
Benghazi, it wouldn't have 
made any difference, said 
the official, who requested 
anonymity because he 
wasn’t authorized to be 
quoted on the subject. 
“They had nothing to do 
with Benghazi, zero,” the 
official said. “They were 
based in Tripoli and they 
were not a quick reaction 
force jetting around the 
country.” 

While the February memo 
referred to conditions in 
Tripoli, the description also 
generally described the se¬ 
curity situation in Libya. 
“Overall security conditions 
continue to be unpredict¬ 
able, with large numbers 
of armed groups and indi¬ 
viduals not under control 
of the central government, 
and frequent clashes in 
Tripoli and other major 
population centers,” the 
memo said. 

The memo added, “Un¬ 
til these militias are off the 
streets and a strong na¬ 
tional police force is estab¬ 
lished, we will not have a 
reliable host government 
partner that is capable of 
responding to the embas¬ 
sy’s security needs. □ 



Libyans walk on the grounds of the gutted U.S. consulate 
in Benghazi, Libya, where an attack killed four Americans, 
including Ambassador Chris Stevens. The U.S. embassy in Tripoli 
requested — and received — a four-month extension of a 16- 
member security team, a February request that showed just 
how dangerous the situation in Libya had become for American 
diplomats. 
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Continued from front 


Romney’s team, mean¬ 
while, is tempering expec¬ 
tations that tightening na¬ 
tional polls will translate 
into success on the ground 
in the key states most likely 
to decide the race. Things 
may be moving in the right 
direction, they say, but sig¬ 
nificant work remains. 

Still, they're seeking to 
paint Obama's campaign 
as desperate. 

“It seems pretty clear that 
their new strategy is basi¬ 
cally just call us liars, to de¬ 
scend down into a mud pit 
and hopefully, with enough 
mudslinging back and forth 
and distortion, people will 
get demoralized and they 
can win by default," said 


day, Romney cast himself 
as a statesman who would 
be part of a long, biparti¬ 
san tradition of American 
leadership in the world. 
He said the U.S. should use 
its power “wisely, with so¬ 
lemnity and without false 
pride, but also firmly and 
actively." 

At the same time, he is 
moving away from some 
of the more conservative 
positions he pressed dur¬ 
ing the GOP primary. The 
shift is aimed at appeal¬ 
ing to the independents 
and disaffected members 
of both parties who could 
swing the race. He is to 
deliver at least two more 
policy speeches in the 
coming weeks focused on 
job growth and debt and 
spending. 


the campaign’s crucial fi¬ 
nal weeks. 

The president has more 
get-out-the-vote offices 
than Romney in every 
competitive state; some 
offices never closed after 
the 2008 campaign. Dem¬ 
ocrats say that network 
helped them register more 
than 130,000 new voters — 
most in battleground states 
in the week before the 
debate. There are more 
registered Democrats than 
Republicans in nearly ev¬ 
ery competitive state with 
party registration, including 
Florida and Nevada. 
Romney’s team is working 
hard to chip away at that 
margin. 

Democrats have an edge 
in Iowa, where 62 percent 
of the 111,000 voters who 



President Barack Obama holds a special “Cesar Chavez" red rose as he walks with Cesar Chavez' 
widow Helen F. Chavez, second from left, Chavez' son Paul F. Chavez, President of the Cesar E. 
Chavez Foundation, left, Dolores Huerta, Co-Founder of the United Farm Workers, right and Arturo 
S. Rodriguez, President, United Farm Workers, as they tour the Cesar E. Chavez National Monument 
Memorial Garden, Monday, Oct. 8, 2012, in Keene, Calif. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 


Romney running mate Paul 
Ryan. Both Democrats and 
Republicans say internal 
campaign surveys follow¬ 
ing last week’s debate 
show Romney has cut into 
the lead Obama had built 
up in many key battle¬ 
ground states. But they say 
Obama still has an advan¬ 
tage in most of the nine or 
so critical states, including 
Ohio and Virginia. A lack of 
independent polling makes 
it difficult to know whether 
that's true. Romney pulled 
ahead of Obama, 49 fo 45 
percent nationally, among 
likely voters according to a 
Pew Research Center poll 
conducted after the de¬ 
bate. 

In a foreign policy speech 
at Virginia Military Institute 
in Lexington, Va., on Mon¬ 


As Obama's aides worked 
to poke holes in Romney’s 
foreign policy address, 
Obama declared a nation¬ 
al monument at the Keene, 
Calif., home of Latino labor 
leader Cesar Chavez, the 
United Farmworkers Union 
founder who died in 1993. 
Sure to appeal to some His¬ 
panic voters in swing states, 
Obama's move came at 
the start of a day in which 
he also was raising politi¬ 
cal cash at events in San 
Francisco, as his campaign 
closed in on $1 billion in 
donations. Democrats said 
the $181 million they raised 
in September would allow 
Obama to keep advertis¬ 
ing heavily on television in 
all battleground states and 
fully fund major registration 
and early voting efforts in 


have cast absentee ballots 
so far were registered Dem¬ 
ocrats. Twenty-percent 
were Republicans and 18 
percent were unaffiliated, 
according to the Iowa sec¬ 
retary of state's office. 

In Ohio, a perennial battle¬ 
ground state. Democrats 
have an edge over Re¬ 
publicans among people 
who have requested ab¬ 
sentee ballots, though 
relatively few completed 
ballots have been submit¬ 
ted. Among the 691,000 
people who have request¬ 
ed absentee ballots in 49 
of the state’s 88 counties, 
30 percent are Democrats 
and 24 percent are Repub¬ 
licans. Forty-six percent are 
unaffiliated voters, accord¬ 
ing to data collected by 
the APO 



U.S. Briefs 

Man dies after live roach 
eating contest in Florida 


DEERFIELD BEACH, Florida 
(AP) — Authorities say the 
winner of a roach-eating 
contest in South Florida 
died shortly after downing 
dozens of the live bugs as 
well as worms. The grand 
prize in Friday night's con¬ 
test was a live python. The 
Broward County sheriff's of¬ 
fice says in a news release 
fhaf if is waiting for an au¬ 
topsy to give the official 
cause of deafh. However, 
the news release Monday 


says 32-year-old Edward 
Archbold became ill soon 
after winning and col¬ 
lapsed in front of the Ben 
Siegel Reptile Store where 
the contest was held. The 
store is in Deerfield Beach 
about 40 miles (64 kilome¬ 
ters) north of Miami. Arch¬ 
bold was taken to the 
hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead. Police 
say several contestants ate 
insects but no one else be¬ 
came ill.Q 


Ads preaching tolerance 
going up in NYC subway 


NEW YORK (AP) — Adver¬ 
tisements preaching re¬ 
ligious tolerance and an 
end to bigotry are going 
up in Manhattan subway 
stations. 

A court decision forced 
the Metropolitan Transpor¬ 
tation Authority to accept 
ads implying that enemies 
of Israel are “savages” 
and urging subway riders 
to “support the civilized 
man” and “Defeat Jihad.” 
Now the MTA has sold ad¬ 
ditional space to groups 
that disagree with the mes¬ 


sage of fhose ads. Ads by 
a rabbis' group were fo go 
up Monday. They proclaim: 
“Help stop bigotry against 
our Muslim neighbors." The 
Christian group Sojourners 
is paying for ads, also go¬ 
ing up Monday, fhat say: 
“Love your Muslim neigh¬ 
bors.” Critics say the anti-ji- 
had ads equate all Muslims 
or Palestinians with savag¬ 
es. But ad sponsor Pamela 
Geller has insisted the term 
applies only to people who 
support violence against Is¬ 
rael. □ 


Documents say FBI agent 
denies paying for any sex 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — An un¬ 
dercover FBI agent denied 
accusations that he spent 
U.S. taxpayer dollars on 
prostitutes in the Philippines 
for himself and others dur¬ 
ing an international weap¬ 
ons trafficking probe last 
year, according to court 
documents filed Monday. 
The agent, whose name 
wasn't made public, said 
he didn’t pay for sex while 
posing as an arms broker 
for Mexican drug cartels 
at two nightclubs. “At no 
time did I pay to have sex 
with any employee” of fhe 


fwo clubs, according to the 
declaration filed by federal 
prosecutors. 

“I was never told by any 
manager that the bill in¬ 
cluded prostitution, nor did 
I ever see prostitution, in 
any term, listed on any bill." 
The allegations were made 
last month by a defense af- 
forney for Sergio Sanfiago 
Syjuco, who along with 
two other Philippine nation¬ 
als have been indicted for 
conspiracy in the weap¬ 
ons case and could face 
up to 20 years in prison if 
convicted. a 


Woman on ‘Wife Swap’ as 
teen to plead not guilty 


BUFFALO, New York (AP) 
— A former teen pageant 
princess featured in an 
eyebrow-raising episode of 
the TV show “Wife Swap” 
getting spray-tanned by 


her father and pitying the 
less attractive will plead 
not guilty this week to 
charges of prostitution and 
drug possession, her lawyer 
said. □ 
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US trial reveals details 
of life with al-Shabab 


Elizabeth Escalona, 23, enters a courtroom for sentencing, in 
Dallas, Monday, Oct. 8, 2012. Escalona pleaded guilty on July 
12, 2012, to injury to a child and is facing up to life in prison. A 
doctor has testified that the Texas mother glued her 2-year-old 
daughter’s hands to a wall and beat the toddler so badly that she 
suffered significant brain trauma and bleeding inside her skull. 

(AP Photo/LM Otero) 

Mom who glued kid’s hands 
to wall faces a life sentence 


NOMAAN MERCHANT 
Associated Press 
DALLAS (AP) — A wom¬ 
an who super-glued her 
2-year-old daughter’s 
hands to a wall also beat 
the girl so badly that she 
suffered bleeding on her 
brain, a doctor testified 
Monday during the moth¬ 
er’s sentencing hearing. 
Elizabeth Escalona faces 
up to life in prison after 
pleading guilty in July to at¬ 
tacking her daughter, Joc¬ 
elyn Cedillo, last Septem¬ 
ber. Police say the 23-year- 
old mother attacked the 
toddler due to potty train¬ 
ing problems. 

During a sentencing hear¬ 
ing that began Monday, 
prosecutors presented 
gruesome photos and de¬ 
tails of the attack. 

Jocelyn was hospital¬ 
ized for about one week 
with injuries that included 
bleeding on her brain, a 
fractured rib, severe bruises 
and others likely caused by 
direct blows, according to 
Dr. Amy Barton, a former 
child abuse specialist at 
Children’s Medical Center 
of Dallas. 

“When I think about the 
time involved in that and 
what that scene must have 
looked like, it’s overwhelm¬ 
ing," Barton said. 

Police Sr. CpI. Abel Lopez, 
who interviewed Escalona 


after the attack, showed a 
bottle of super glue taken 
out of the family’s apart¬ 
ment as well as a section 
of an apartment wall with 
Jocelyn’s handprints. 

The sentencing hearing 
is scheduled to continue 
Tuesday. Escalona’s at¬ 
torney, Angie N’Duka, 
said she hadn’t decided if 
her client would take the 
stand. A state district judge 
will decide her punishment. 
In a videotaped interview 
with Lopez after the at¬ 
tack, Escalona insisted over 
and over: "I'm taking the 
blame.” □ 


AMY FORLITI 
Associated Press 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — A 

man who left the United 
States to join a terror group 
in Somalia told others he 
wanted to return to Min¬ 
neapolis because a friend 
was sick. Instead, he was 
somehow talked into stay¬ 
ing and ended up killing 
himself in a suicide bomb¬ 
ing months later. 

Shirwa Ahmed was among 
more than 20 young men 
who left Minnesota since 
2007 to join al-Shabab, a 
group linked to al-Qaida 
that's at the center of 
much of the violence in So¬ 
malia. 

Details about his apparent 
desire to leave the group 
in 2008 — and the experi¬ 
ences of others who lived 
in fear and secrecy while 
under al-Shabab’s thumb 
— have started to emerge 
in the trial of another man 
accused of helping direct 
men to the cause. Two 
men have already testified 
about their time in Soma¬ 
lia, saying they were told 
to give up their names and 
travel documents, and 
one was threatened with 
beheading if he tried to 
leave. 

“We were scared to 
death,” Salah Osman 
Ahmed told jurors in the tri¬ 
al of Mahamud Said Omar, 


This combination of undated file photos shows, from left: 
Mohamud Said Omar, Abdifatah Yusuf Isse and Salah Osman 
Ahmed. 

(AP Photos) 


who faces five terror-relat¬ 
ed counts. 

Omar's attorneys say he 
is not guilty. They say the 
government witnesses, 
who are awaiting sentenc¬ 
ing in their own terror cases, 
are lying about Omar's role 
in the pipeline that carried 
fighters from Minneapolis 
to Somalia. Eighteen men 
have been charged in the 
case, but Omar is the first to 
go to trial. 

Testimony so far in Omar's 
trial has revealed details 
about how the network of 
recruiters worked in Minne¬ 
apolis, including who might 


have taken lead roles in 
recruiting, who had con¬ 
tacts in Somalia, how they 
arranged travel, and how 
they kept the plan a secret. 
Shirwa Ahmed is believed 
to be the first U.S. citizen to 
carry out a suicide bomb¬ 
ing. He took part in one of 
five simultaneous suicide 
attacks in northern Somalia 
on Oct. 29, 2008, when he 
drove an explosive-laden 
truck into an office of the 
Puntland Intelligence Ser¬ 
vice in Bosasso. The five at¬ 
tacks killed at least 22 peo¬ 
ple, including the suicide 
bombers. □ 
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daily: 5:30 7:00 7:45 10:00 

matinee: 2:45 ^ U r„. ^ „ 

late show: 12:00 S3NIWE2! 

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 3D SP 
daily: 5:00 7:15 

matinee: 2:15 

late show: S3 bm 1 PG 1 

THE PERKOF BEING A THE PERK OF BEING A 

WALLFLOWER WALLFLOWER 

daily: 4:15 6:45 daily: 5:15 

matinee: 1:30 m matinee: 2:45 m 

late show: 03 ^-0 late show: 03 

RESIDENT EVEL 4 RETRIBUTION 

daily: 7:00 9:15 

matinee: 

late show: 11:45 S3 L-dl R 1 

TROUBEL WITH THE CURVE 

daily: 9:00 

matinee: 

late show: 11:30 S3 PG-131 

RESIDENT EVEL 4 RETRIBUTION 

daily: 7:15 9:30 

matinee: 

late show: 12:00 S3 LSilZE 

TROUBEL WITH THE CURVE 

daily: 9:15 

matinee: 

late show: 11:45 S3 PG-13 

HIT AND RUN 

daily: 9:15 

matinee: 

late show: 11:30 GD 1 R 1 

HIT AND RUN 

daily: 7:30 9:45 

matinee: 

late show: 12:00 GD R 

NEMO NEMO 

daily: 4:45 daily: 5:00 

matinee: 12:15 2:30 -j, matinee: 2:15 

late show: S3 L-bEPGI] late show: S3 Lfc GET] 

THE COLD LIGHT OF DAY 03 THE COLD LIGHT OF DAY 

daily: 7:30 9:45 daily: 9:15 

matinee: matinee: _ : _-J 

late show: 12:00 CD PG-13j late show: 11:25 CD PG-13 

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2D HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2D 

daily: 5:00 daily: 4:45 

"ow: li45 3:00 ■ LKL [Jtej'sifow: ™ 







Course Local Menu 


Ebupoinandvougetlthiy promotion 


Appetizer, Entree and Dessert 

Fish Soup or Salad 

lee Cream, Quesillo or Chocolate Cake 
Choice include our specialties: 

Aruban Combo, Cabrito Stoba, 
Fisherman's Loot, Ribs, Qasparito Chicken. 


(Qasparito #3 • Noord, Aruba) 

V Tel: (297) 586-7144 / 586-7044 J 

Don’t forget about our early bird special from 5:30 to 6:30 


95 

• p/p. 
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NOW SERVING BREAKFAST 

• LUNCH • DINNER 


FREE DELIVERY OVER $40 

FOR HI AND LOW RISE HOTEL DISTRICT - INCLUDING THE REACH! 


TEL 


ALL YOU CAN 
EAT PANCAKES 


$6.99 





$3.99 o° 



FREE COFFEE 
UNLIMITED REFILLS WITH 
ANY BREAKFAST ENTREE 




OPEN DAILY - 8:00 A. 


10:00 ISH 


5 Burgers Aruba 




LOCATED BEHIND SENOR FROGS. ACROSS FROM THE RADISSON HOTEL 
Serving breakfast from 8:00 am til 12:00 noon 


BURGERS HANDPRESSED / DAILY FRESH CUT FRIES! I 


US meningitis outbreak: 
13,000 got steroid shots 


5 employees to return to 
ministry after suspension 


MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — As many 
as 13,000 people received 
steroid shots suspected in 
a national meningitis out¬ 
break, health officials said 
Monday. But it’s not clear 
how many are in danger. 
Officials don’t how many 
of fhe shofs may have 
been confaminafed wifh 
meningifis-causing fungus. 
And fhe figure includes not 
only those who got them in 
the back for pain — who 
are most at risk — but also 
those who got the shots 
in other places, like knees 
and shoulders. 

There was no breakdown 
on the number of back in¬ 
jections, said Curtis Allen, 
a spokesman for the Cen¬ 
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Those injected 
in joints are not believed to 
be at risk for meningitis, he 
said. 

The number of people 
sickened in the outbreak 
reached 105 on Monday. 
Deaths rose to eight, with 
another fatality in Tennes¬ 
see, the CDC said. Tennes¬ 
see has the most cases, fol¬ 
lowed by Michigan, Virgin¬ 
ia, Indiana, Florida, Mary¬ 
land, Minnesota, North 
Carolina and Ohio. 
Investigators suspect a ste¬ 
roid medication made by 
a specialty pharmacy may 
be to blame. About 17,700 
single-dose vials of the ste¬ 
roid were sent to 23 states. 
Inspectors found at least 
one sealed vial contami¬ 
nated with fungus, and 


tests were being done on 
other vials. 

The first known case of the 
rarely seen fungal men¬ 
ingitis was diagnosed last 
month in Tennessee. The 
steroid maker. New Eng¬ 
land Compounding Cen¬ 
ter of Framingham, Massa¬ 
chusetts, recalled the drug, 
and over the weekend 
recalled everything else it 
makes. 

“While there is no indica¬ 
tion at this time of any con¬ 
tamination in other NECC 
products, this recall is being 
taken as a precautionary 
measure,” the company 
said in a statement. 
Meningitis is an inflam¬ 
mation of the lining of the 
brain and spinal cord, and 
a back injection would put 
any contaminant in more 
direct contact with that lin¬ 
ing. 

Symptoms on meningitis 
include severe headache, 
nausea, dizziness and fe¬ 
ver. The CDC said many 
of the cases have been 
mild and some people had 
strokes. Symptoms have 
been appearing between 
one and four weeks after 
patients got the shots. 

A Michigan man whose 
wife’s death was linked to 
the outbreak said Monday 
that he, too, was treated 
with steroids from one of 
the recalled batches. 

“Not only have I lost my 
wife, but I'm watching the 
clock to see if anything de¬ 
velops,” George Cary said, 
as friends and family gath¬ 
ered for his wife's wake. 


His wife, Lilian, 67, had been 
ill since late August, but 
meningitis wasn’t detected 
until Sept. 22, her husband 
said. She died Sept. 30. 
Michigan officials have not 
released the names of two 
people who have died in 
the outbreak in that state, 
but did say one was a 
67-year-old woman.O 


TULSA, Oklahoma (AP) — 

Five suspended employees 
of an Oklahoma mega¬ 
church charged with wait¬ 
ing more than two weeks 
to report the alleged rape 
of a 13-year-old girl will be 
returning to the ministry by 
the end of the month with 
different responsibilities, 
church leaders said. 

Victory Christian Cen¬ 
ter pastor Bruce Edwards 
made the announcement 
during this weekend’s ser¬ 
vices at the 17,000-mem¬ 
ber worldwide ministry. 
Prosecutors allege the 
13-year-old girl told em¬ 
ployees around Aug. 15 
that she had been raped in 
a stairwell on the church's 
campus in south Tulsa — 
but police weren’t told until 
Aug. 30, after church offi¬ 
cials said they did their own 
investigation. Police and 
church authorities then de¬ 
termined she was among 
at least four victims of al- 



k 

w 



This handout photo provided 
by the Tulsa County Sheriff's 
Office shows Charica 
Daugherty. Daugherty 
is among five ministry 
employees of Victory 
Christian Center, in Tulsa, 
Okla., who have been 
charged by authorities for 
waiting two weeks before 
reporting to police the 
alleged rape of the 13-year- 
old. Police say the girl is 
among at least three victims 
of alleged sex crimes by two 
former church employees 
who face criminal charges. 
Investigators say more could 
surface. 


leged sex crimes by two 
former employees. 

Among those charged for 
not reporting the allega¬ 
tions are John and Charica 
Daugherty, the son and 
daughter-in-law of ministry 
co-founder and head pas¬ 
tor Sharon Daugherty. The 
others are Paul Willemstein, 
Anna George and Harold 
“Frank” Sullivan. All five 
have pleaded not guilty to 
one misdemeanor count 
each and are due in court 
Oct. 31. 

A church spokesman said 
Monday that the two de¬ 
partments in which the five 
employees worked have 
been restructured to add 
a direct supervisor above 
them. 

Former Victory employee 
Chris Denman was arrested 
Sept. 5 on a complaint al¬ 
leging that he raped the 
13-year-old girl and mo¬ 
lested a 15-year-old girl. □ 



Workers can be seen inside the State Health Operations Center 
in the Tennessee Department of Health on Monday, Oct. 8, 2012 
in Nashville. Health officials in Tennessee are reviewing recent 
deaths that were not initially linked to a deadly fungal meningitis 
outbreak. 
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Thai 

RESTAURANT 


Palm Beach 186, next to Wendy’s 

Phone 586-8071 »info@sawasdee-aruba.com 



Delicious Rice Table for two 


Everything made fresh to order! 


• Curries 

• Vegetarian 


Open Monday ■ Saturday from 5pm ■ 10;30pm « Sunday CLOSED! 


“No sale” is not an 
option for farmers 


Matthew Tresaugue 
©2012 Houston Chronicle 

HEARNE - Gathan Reistino 
pointed to the seemingly 
endless field of cotton, 
the same land his father 
farmed for decades. There, 
he said, is where one of the 
largest rail yards in Texas 
would go. 

Saying the words nearly 
brought tears to his eyes. 

"It was handed down to 
me, and I want to hand it 
down to my family,” the 
85-year-old farmer said. 
Under the control of his 
daughters’ families, the 
name of the farm "might 
not be Reistino, but it will still 
be a part of me.” 
Generations of farmers 
have prospered because 
of the deep, rich soil be¬ 
tween the Brazos and Little 
Brazos Rivers in Robertson 
County, one of the most 
productive agricultural ar¬ 
eas in the state. 

The bottomland also is wide 
and flat and conveniently 
positioned between Austin, 
Dallas-Fort Worth, 

Houston and San Antonio, 
making it an attractive 
place for Union Pacific to 
build a massive switching 
yard. 

The $300 million project 
would cover about 1,100 
acres, with as many as 
72 tracks to help move 
the growing demand for 
clothes, lumber, oil-and- 
gas drilling supplies, ve¬ 
hicles and other freight 
across Texas. At the yard. 


rail cars will be separated 
and sorted based on their 
destinations. 

Omaha, Neb.-based Union 
Pacific has offered to buy 
the needed acreage 
from about 20 landown¬ 
ers, including Reistino, but 
is threatening to seize it 
through eminent domain. 
Texas law allows railroad 
companies to take private 
property for the building 
and operating of a public 
line when compensation 
agreements cannot be 
reached. 

Almost all the property 
owners are not interested in 
selling to Union Pacific, said 
Kathleen Cotropia Hub¬ 
bard, whose family owns 
520 acres of cropland near 
where the rail yard would 
be built and is organizing 
the farmers’ opposition to 
the plan. 

"They have options. We 
don’t,” Hubbard said 
of Union Pacific. "God 
doesn’t make land like this 
anymore.” 

Joe Reistino purchased 
more than 400 acres in 
Robertson County in 1927 
as part of a cluster of Italian 
immigrants who farmed the 
Brazos River bottomlands. 
He nearly lost the land dur¬ 
ing the Great Depression 
but sold about 100 acres 
to keep the rest. Another 
round of hard times forced 
the elder Reistino to bor¬ 
row $1,500 from an uncle in 
Houston to hold on to the 
land.Q 
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Oregon man wins giant 
pumpkin contest 



Danika Starr, 9, sits with her father’s winning pumpkin at the Half Moon Bay Pumpkin Festival Weigh- 
off contest in Half Moon Bay, Calif., Monday, Oct. 8, 2012. The pumpkin weighed 1,775 pounds, 
making it a new California record. Starr wins six dollars for each pound, which equals $10,650. 

(AP Photo/Tony Avelar) 



EXCELSIOR CASINO, located at Holiday Inn 
The most complete gambling experience!! 

* POKER * BLACK JACK 

* DAILY BINGO * THREE CARD POKER 

* SPORTSBOOK * CARIBBEAN STUD POKER 

* THE LATEST GAMES * ROULETTE 

ON SLOTS * CRAPS TABLE 


Lady Luck is waiting for you at EXCELSIOR CASINO! 
For more information 
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^ \ \ ONLY 
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Sail along Aruba’s scenic coastline and 
enjoy the sunset followed by a Caribbean 
buffet catered by award-winning chefs. 


Wednesdays from 6 to 9 pm 




Book now! Via internet: www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 


Egypt president decrees pardon for protesters 


SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s new 
president on Monday issued 
a decree pardoning all those 
charged with or convicted of 
acts “in support of the revo¬ 
lution" since the beginning 
of the popular uprising that 
forced his predecessor, Hosni 
Mubarak, from power. 

The move by Mohammed 
Morsi was long demanded 
by Egypt’s youth groups be¬ 
hind the uprising. It could po¬ 
tentially benefit more than 
1,000 protesters currently on 
trial following their arrests 
during demonstrations since 
the uprising against Mubarak 
erupted on Jan. 25, 2011 and 
until Morsi was sworn in on 
June 30. 

Those already convicted for 
their role in the protests may 
also be pardoned. Most of 
those on trial or convicted 
were detained during the 
rule of the generals who took 
over after Mubarak stepped 



Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi, waves to the crowd 
gathered in a stadium upon his arrival for a speech on the 
holiday marking the 1973 war with Israel, in Cairo, Egypt. Morsi 
on Monday issued a decree pardoning all those charged with 
or convicted of acts “in support of the revolution” since the 
beginning of the popular uprising that forced his predecessor, 
Hosni Mubarak, from power. 

(AP Photo/Khalil Hamra) 


down in February 2011. 
Mohammed Gadallah, 
Morsi’s legal advisor, said 
the decree is “one of the 
revolution’s most impor¬ 
tant victories.” 

“It shows the revolution is 
now in power and guides 
the decision-making," 
Gadallah told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. “This is a leg¬ 
islation that protects the 
revolutionaries.” 

However, the wording of 
the decree is vague and 
doesn't immediately set 
anyone free, according 
to several human rights 
lawyers. It asks the pros¬ 
ecutor general and the 
military prosecutor to pre¬ 
pare a list of names, within 
a month of the decree’s 
issuance, of those who 
may benefit from the par¬ 
don. 

The first article of the de¬ 
cree, which was pub¬ 
lished on Morsi's official 
Facebook page, orders a 


“comprehensive pardon for 
crimes and misdemeanors or 
attempts to commit them in 
support of the revolution and 
the realization of its goals." 
The only suspects exempted 
from the decree are those 
charged with premeditated 
murder over that time pe¬ 
riod. 

“It is a great step, but not 
enough,” said Ahmed Seif, 
a member of the committee 
formed by Morsi to review 
cases of those tried follow¬ 
ing the uprising. He said he 
had advised Morsi to specify 
who would benefit from the 
pardon. “Now, there will be 
differences over how to im¬ 
plement the pardon, and a 
debate,” Seif said. 

Gadallah said the decree 
is likely to cover all major 
court cases where protesters 
clashed with military troops 
and security forces. Howev¬ 
er, he admitted it is not clear 
how many would benefit 
from the pardon. Q 


Syrian border barrages send message to Turkey 


ELIZABETH A. KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Syria’s cross- 
border attacks on Turkey in 
the past week look increas¬ 
ingly like they could be an 
intentional escalation meant 
to send a clear message to 
Ankara and beyond, that 
the crisis is simply too explo¬ 
sive to risk foreign military in¬ 
tervention. With Turkey eager 
to defuse the crisis, the spill¬ 
over of fighting is giving new 
life to a longshot political so¬ 
lution, with the Turks floating 
the idea of making President 
Bashar Assad's longtime vice 
president, Farouk al-Sharaa, 
interim leader if the president 
steps aside. 

A military option — which 


would involve foreign 
powers that already have 
expressed a deep reluc¬ 
tance to getting involved 
in the crisis — is still not on 
the table, analysts say, 
despite six consecutive 
days of Turkish retaliation 
against bombardment 
from inside Syria. 

“Syria is aware that Tur¬ 
key cannot go a step 
further," said Ali Tekin, as¬ 
sistant professor of Inter¬ 
national Relations at An¬ 
kara's Bilkent University. 
“The Turkish people don’t 
want a war and there are 
no vital national interests 
at stake to warrant a war. 
Syria sees this.” 

The Syrian conflict has 



Free Syrian Army fighters on top of armored vehicles that were 
captured from the Syrian Army in the village off Khirbet al- 
Jouz, in the northern province of Idlib, Syria. The Turkish state- 
run Anadolu news agency said Sunday that the rebels had 
regained full control of Khirbet al-Jouz. 

(AP Photo/Edlib News Network ENN) 


taken a prominent role in 
the U.S. presidential election 
at a time when the U.S. and 
its allies have shown little ap¬ 
petite for getting involved. 
On Monday, Republican 
candidate Mitt Romney said 
the U.S. should work with oth¬ 
er countries to arm the Syrian 
rebels, allowing the rebels 
to drive Assad from power 
themselves. Romney did not 
call for the U.S. to directly 
arm the Syrian rebels. 

The most recent flare-up be¬ 
tween Syria and Turkey start¬ 
ed Wednesday, when a shell 
fired from Syria slammed into 
a house in the Turkish border 
village of Akcakale, killing 
two women and three chil¬ 
dren. □ 
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Our Kitchen is open from 
10ANI - 10PM 

We are CLOSED on SUNDAYS 


Once you visit downtown don ’t forget 
to stop by Mojito’s Cantina & Grill. 

Come and enjoy the nice panoramic view of the cruise ships 

We serve Authentic Cuban and 
Latin American Cuisine 

Live Bands on Wednesdays - Fridays and Saturdays 
and Daily HAPPY HOUR: 2 X 1 starting from 5:00PM - 7:00PM 


Russia’s top doc: 

Got Milk? Don’t drive! 


Athens police plan crackdown 
ahead of Merkel/Samaras talks 



A pensioner shouts slogans during an anti-austerity protest in front of the ELI headquarters in Athens 
on Monday, Oct. 8, 2012. Greek police have increased security in Athens to contain protests 
against Germany's Chancellor, Angela Merkel, who is visiting the city Tuesday. 

(AP Photo) 


MAX SEDDON 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russia’s 
top health official said 
Monday fhaf drinking and 
driving don'f mix — even 
when the drink in question is 
kefir, a fermented milk bev¬ 
erage containing less than 
one percent alcohol. 

The comments by Gen¬ 
nady Onishchenko, Russia’s 
chief sanitary inspector, 
sparked an outburst of criti¬ 
cism and ridicule on Twitter. 
Dozens of users circulated 
a picture of a glass of ke¬ 
fir with the caption, “Kefir? 
NO! I'm driving!” 

Officials have scrambling 
to condemn drunk driving 
since an intoxicated driver 
in September killed seven 
people, including five or¬ 
phans, after crashing into a 
bus stop in Moscow. Some 
lawmakers have proposed 
life sentences for drivers 
who cause death while un¬ 
der the influence. 

One has said drunk driving 
is a bigger threat than ter¬ 
rorism. 

During a hearing of the 
Public Chamber, a gov¬ 
ernmental oversight body, 
on a proposal to raise the 
minimum blood-alcohol 
level for drivers, Onishchen¬ 
ko said kefir lovers “should 
decide — are you going to 
get behind the wheel, or 
drink kefir?" 

“Here’s a guy who loves 
kefir, poor baby, we’ve 
curbed his rights,” On¬ 
ishchenko went on. “But 
what about when he kills 
our children and our citi¬ 
zens?” 

Getting drunk off kefir is 
practically impossible. 

The comments mark an 
about-face for Onishchen¬ 
ko, previously a staunch 
supporter of kefir. During 


record heat waves in 2010, 
Onishchenko suggested 
that traffic policemen in 
southern Russia drink kefir 
to stay cool. Last year he 
suggested Russians choose 
the healthier option of kefir 
over sugar-filled, foreign- 
made soft drinks. 

Russia’s tolerated blood- 
alcohol level for drivers is 
zero, which means people 
who take certain medica¬ 
tions or drink kefir can be 
found guilty of drunk driv¬ 
ing. Critics allege that the 
law encourages police cor¬ 
ruption, and have called 
for the level to be raised. 
About 30,000 Russians die in 
road accidents each year 
— about the same as in the 
European Union, which has 
three times as many peo¬ 
ple and six times as many 
cars. Only 1,000 of those 
are caused by drunk driv¬ 
ing, according to official 
statistics, but given lax po¬ 
lice enforcement, the real 
total is widely believed to 
be much higher. 
Onishchenko is regularly 
mocked for supposed 
health concerns that curi¬ 
ously coincide with politi¬ 
cal disputes. He has issued 
blanket bans on Georgian 
wine and mineral water and 
Ukrainian cheese amid Rus¬ 
sian spats with those coun¬ 
tries. As the Kremlin issued 
increasingly anti-American 
pronouncements this sum¬ 
mer, Onishchenko im¬ 
plored Russians not to eat 
hamburgers, which he said 
were “not our food.” 

And as Moscow prepared 
for unprecedented protests 
against President Vladimir 
Putin in December, On¬ 
ishchenko warned Russians 
away from taking to the 
streets for fear of catching 
cold.Q 


NICHOLAS PAPHITIS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) 

— Greek police have in¬ 
creased security and are 
preparing to close down 
large sections of the capi¬ 
tal Athens to contain pro¬ 
tests against Germany’s 
Chancellor, Angela Merkel, 
who is visiting the city Tues¬ 
day for talks with the coun¬ 
try’s Prime Minister Antonis 
Samaras. 

Merkel’s brief visit comes 
amid growing unrest in 
Greece over the planned 
new cutbacks. Greek au¬ 
thorities, who are struggling 
to talk bailout creditors into 
unfreezing a vital loan in¬ 
stallment, are determined 
to prevent riots while Merkel 
is in town on her first visit to 
the country in five years. 
Public Order Minister Nikos 
Dendias appealed to pro¬ 
testers Monday to “protect 
the peace, and above all 
our country’s prospects 
and our international im¬ 
age.” Some 7,000 police 
will be on duty for the visit. 
Police have banned public 
gatherings in much of the 
city center from early Tues¬ 


day and in a 100-meter 
(110-yard) radius from the 
route Merkel's motorcade 
will follow. 

A police spokesman said 
the ban will not affect two 
separate protests called by 
labor unions and opposi¬ 
tion parties elsewhere in 
the city but will include the 
German embassy, where 
a populist right wing par¬ 
ty has called an evening 


demonstration Tuesday. 
Greece has depended 
on bailouts from fellow 
countries in the 17-country 
group that uses the euro 
and the International Mon¬ 
etary Fund since May 2010. 
To get the loans, it imple¬ 
mented a series of deep 
income cuts and tax hikes, 
while increasing retirement 
ages and facilitating pri¬ 
vate sector layoffs.Q 



Alto Vista ~7 BB 


► House built on 783 sq.m on property land 

► 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms and fully airconditioned 

► Built-up area 543 sq.m swimming pool and BBQ area 

► Covered car port, fenced garden with fruit trees 

► Market value Awg. 800,000 Owner moved to Bonaire 

► Will accept Awg. 473,500 or US$ 250,000 

it Call: (297) 586-2255 or 733601 

























Tuesday Octobers 201^1 WORLD NEWS 



■JOLUI MUTES' 


SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM & SWING! I AFTERNOON SNORKEL 


SUNSET SAIL 


DAILY 9-1:30pm $57pp I DAILY 2:30-5:30pm $38pp I Mon & Fri 5-7pm $30p|T 

Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ, I Shorter version with Open I Open Bar included 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! I Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! I & Ropeswing! 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations pa# ajaa /paa aapa -wwv r vi 
ONLY - Present coupon at boarding 380 HI VI/ 9 2? A f ODO for aftemOOII Cruise 


Save $10 per couple/per coupon 

for morning cruise 

Save $5 per couple/per coupon 


Mexico: 

Cartel suspect blamed for 
jailbreaks, massacre 


Salvador Alfonso Martinez also known as “La Ardilla,” or “Squirrel,” 
in English, holds up his right finger while presented to the press 
under the custody of navy marines at the Organized Crime 
Special Investigations Unit (SIEDO) headquarters in Mexico City, 
Monday, Oct. 8, 2012. According to federal authorities Martinez 
is one of the most wanted criminals in Mexico, and is allegedly a 
top regional leader of the Zetas drug cartel. 

(AP Photo/Marco Ugarte) 


E. EDUARDO CASTILLO 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 

Mexican navy nabbed 
a suspected Zetas cartel 
leader accused of involve¬ 
ment in some of the coun¬ 
try's most notorious crimes 
in recent years, authorities 
said Monday. 

Navy spokesman Jose Luis 
Vergara announced that 
Salvador Alfonso Martinez 
Escobedo was arrested 


Saturday and is believed 
to have masterminded the 
massacre of 72 migrants in 
the northern state of Tam- 
aulipas in 2010. 

The man known as “Squir¬ 
rel” also has been linked 
to the escape of 151 pris¬ 
oners in 2010 from a jail in 
the city of Nuevo Laredo, 
the recent flight of 131 pris¬ 
oners in fhe cify of Piedras 
Negras and the killing of 
U.S. citizen David Hartley in 


2010 on Falcon Lake, which 
straddles the U.S.-Mexico 
border. 

The death of Hartley drew 
wide attention as it ap¬ 
peared Hartley and his 
wife. Tiffany, were on a per¬ 
sonal trip when he was shot 
by Mexican criminals on 
Sept. 30, 2010. The Hartleys 
were using personal water¬ 
craft on Falcon Lake when 
David Hartley was shot in 
the head. Asked about the 
detention, Tiffany Hartley’s 
mother, Cynthia Young of 
LaSalle, Colorado, said: 
“We heard the news this 
morning. We're just trying to 
process the information." 
“What we're going to try 
to do is get a hold of some 
facts and make sure we 
know what's happening," 
Young said. She said the 
family could issue a state¬ 
ment once more informa¬ 
tion is known. 

The navy is also blaming 
Martinez for the killing of 
fhe Tamaulipas sfate police 


commander and chief in¬ 
vestigator on the case, an 
attack that hampered the 
investigation. 

Vergara said Martinez was 
captured in Nuevo Laredo, 
across from Laredo, Texas. 
He was shown fo the news 
media Monday. 

The navy said Martinez 
is also a suspect in doz¬ 
ens of killings of people 
who were buried in mass 


graves at the same site of 
the 2010 massacre of mi¬ 
grants. Nearly 200 bodies 
were discovered in April 
2011 in the town of San 
Fernando, close fo the U.S. 
border. Those two crimes 
have been the most fatali¬ 
ties since Mexico's federal 
government launched an 
armed offensive against 
drug traffickers in Decem¬ 
ber 20060 


Iran claims oil platforms cyberattacked 
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TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran 
says if has successfully 
blocked a cyberattack on 
the computer network of ifs 
offshore drilling platforms, a 
semiofficial news agency 
reported Monday. 

The report by ISNA quoted 
Mohammad Reza Gol- 
shani, IT head of Iran’s state 
offshore oil company, as 
blaming Israel for having 
planned fhe affack. 

Iran periodically reports the 
discovery of viruses and 


other malicious programs 
in government, nuclear, 
oil and industrial networks, 
blaming Israel and the Unit¬ 
ed States. In May, Iran shut 
down part of its oil facilities 
because of another such 
cyberattack. 

Israel has done little to de¬ 
flect suspicion that it uses 
viruses against Iran. 

In this case, Golshani said, 
the attack occurred over 
the past two weeks, was 
routed through China, and 


affected only the com¬ 
munications systems of fhe 
network. He said the main 
network was safe since it 
was isolated from the In¬ 
ternet, and was back to 
normal operations. Iran an¬ 
nounced that it had tem¬ 
porarily disconnected its oil 
ministry and its main crude 
export terminal from the In¬ 
ternet after the May attack. 
Iran earns up to 80 percent 
of its foreign revenue from 
the export of crude. □ 
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Union accuses platinum 
producer in SA of racism 



In this photo taken with a mobile phone, soldiers stand outside 
a burnt out shopping mall in Maiduguri, Nigeria, Monday, Oct. 
8, 2012. Nigerian soldiers angry about the killing of an officer 
razed buildings and shot dead more than 30 civilians Monday in 
a northeastern city long under siege by a radical Islamist sect. 
An Associated Press reporter in Maiduguri, the spiritual home of 
the sect known as Boko Haram, counted the dead while on a 
tour of the still-smoldering neighborhood. 

(AP Photo / Abdulkareem Haruna) 


Nigeria military kills 
over 30 civilians 



Striking mineworkers take part in a demonstration in Rustenburg, 
South Africa. The National Union of Mineworkers is accusing 
Anglo American Platinum of displaying “racism” as the impasse 
between striking miners and the world's top platinum producer 
escalates. 

(AP Photo) 


HARUNA UMAR 
Associated Press 
MAIDUGURI, Nigeria (AP) 

— Nigerian soldiers angry 
about the killing of an of¬ 
ficer shot dead more than 
30 civilians Monday in a 
northeastern city long un¬ 
der siege by a radical Is¬ 
lamist sect. 

The attack came from sol¬ 
diers attached to a spe¬ 
cial military unit on guard 
in Maiduguri, the spiritual 
home of the sect known 
as Boko Haram, in an effort 
to supposedly protect its 
citizens from the violence 
gripping the city. The killings 
likely will further antagonize 
a population already alien¬ 
ated by checkpoints, secu¬ 
rity force harassment and 
the threat of being killed 
by soldiers who are targets 
for the sect's increasingly 
bloody guerrilla attacks. 

An Associated Press report¬ 
er in Maiduguri counted 
the dead while on a tour of 
the still-smoldering neigh¬ 
borhood Monday after¬ 
noon. The journalist saw no 
weapons or evidence that 
the dead belonged to the 
sect. A soldier nearby, who 
did not identify himself, 
claimed the attack was 
a response to a bombing 
nearby earlier Monday that 


he said killed a lieutenant. 
“They killed our officer!” the 
soldier shouted. “We had 
no options!" 

The AP reporter also saw 
that soldiers had set fire to 
about 50 homes and busi¬ 
nesses around the area, 
which sits near the Nigerian 
Union of Journalists state 
office and other buildings 
in Maiduguri. It appeared 
the soldiers attacked the 
area using assault rifles 
and heavy machine guns 
mounted on armored per¬ 
sonnel carriers. Rounds 
shot from the heavy ma¬ 
chine guns destroyed 
cars and set roofs on fire, 
which razed buildings and 
caused damage at a two- 
story shopping complex. 
The journalist accompa¬ 
nied Zanna Umar Musta- 
pha, the deputy governor 
of Borno state, on the tour. 
State officials declined to 
comment about the killings 
and urged those travel¬ 
ing with the convoy not to 
take photographs of the 
destruction out of fear of 
further alienating those liv¬ 
ing in the region. 

Nigeria’s military has been 
accused of committing 
so-called “extrajudicial kill¬ 
ings” while in pursuit of the 
Boko Haram sect. □ 


RODNEY MUHUMUZA 
Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 

The National Union of 
Mineworkers accused 
Anglo American Platinum 
Monday of “racism” as the 
impasse between striking 
miners and the world’s 
top platinum producer 
escalated. 

The NUM alleged that its 
leader in Rustenburg, the 
scene of a wildcat strike 
that brought Amplats' 
operations to a halt, was 
called derogatory names 
by the company's security 
officials at its Swartklip Union 
mine in Limpopo province. 
The official was racially 
abused Monday together 
with a journalist for the 
South African Broadcasting 
Corporation, 

the union charged in a 
statement. 

The union's attempts to 
intercede on behalf of 
miners fired last week 
by Amplats had been 
thwarted, said NUM 
spokesman Lesiba Seshoka. 
“It has become very 
clear that the company 
promotes racism through 
procuring security and 
other services from racists 
and their companies and 
that it has no intention 
to empower African 
people," Seshoka said. 
“The company has a week 
ago embarked on mass 
dismissals and was in the 
process of doing the same 
at Swartklip when the NUM 
leaders sought to intervene 
and speak to members only 
to be met with imported 
racism of a special type.” 
Mpumi Sithole, a 
spokeswoman for Amplats, 
declined to comment on 
this matter. 

Amplats, a subsidiary of 
the London-listed Anglo 
Platinum, last week 
dismissed 12,000 striking 
miners for staging a wildcat 
strike and later failing 
to attend disciplinary 
hearings. The mineworkers 
have since threatened 
to make the mines 
ungovernable, saying it 


will be impossible for the 
company to hire new 
workers. 

The miners are determined 
to fight for their jobs, 
said strike leader Evans 
Ramokga Monday. 

About 80,000 miners, or 16 
percent of South Africa’s 
total mine workforce, are 
currently on strike across 
South Africa in work 


stoppages that have serious 
economic implications 
for South Africa. The labor 
unrest is damaging the 
country's reputation as an 
investment destination, say 
economists. South Africa 
produces 75 percent of 
the world’s platinum and is 
the No. 4 chrome producer 
and the fifth-biggest gold 
producer.Q 
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Indonesia: 

A decade after Bali, terror aims at government 


NINIEK KARMINI 

Associated Press 

BALI, Indonesia (AP) — Ten 

years after terrorist attacks 
at two Bali nightclubs killed 
more than 200 people, 
mostly foreign tourists, Indo¬ 
nesia has won international 
praise for its counterterror¬ 
ism efforts. Militant orga¬ 
nizations have been frac¬ 
tured and many of their 
charismatic leaders have 
been killed or jailed. 

But an Associated Press 
analysis shows the number 
of strikes within the country 
has actually gone up, es¬ 
pecially since 2010, when 
radical imams called on 
their followers to focus on 
domestic targets rather 
than Westerners. The more 
recent attacks have been 
conducted with less exper¬ 
tise, and the vast majority 
of victims have been Indo¬ 
nesians. 

“It turns out that the terror¬ 
ism problem in Indonesia is 
not finished yet,” said Maj. 
Gen. Tito Karnavian, a for¬ 
mer counterterrorism of¬ 
ficial recently appointed 
police chief of Papua prov¬ 
ince. “The quality of their 
attacks has decreased, 
but the quantity has in¬ 
creased.” 

Since Oct. 12, 2002, when 
the Bali attacks killed 202 
people — including 88 Aus¬ 
tralians and seven Ameri¬ 
cans — there have been 
four major terror strikes tar¬ 
geting Westerners in Indo¬ 
nesia, resulting in 45 deaths. 
The last was in 2009, when 
attacks on the J.W. Marriott 
and Ritz-Carlton hotels in 
Jakarta killed seven peo¬ 
ple. 

That compares to 15 at¬ 


tacks against security forc¬ 
es, local authorities, Chris¬ 
tians and some moderate 
Muslims in just the past two 
years. Those attacks have 
killed a total of 11 people 
— all police officers — and 


wounded dozens of civil¬ 
ians. 

Although the targets may 
have shifted, the methods 
for recruiting young men 
remain the same. They are 
indoctrinated to believe 
that as jihadist “grooms” 
they will reap God’s re¬ 
wards for martyrdom — 
paradise for the bomber 
and 70 family members 
and the gift of 72 virgin an¬ 
gels. It’s a belief shunned 
by most Muslims. 

Fadlan, a convicted mili¬ 
tant who goes by a single 
alias name, was trained 
to be a suicide bomber in 
2001 by Jemaah Islamiyah, 


the al-Qaida-linked group 
that sent two other bomb¬ 
ers to the Bali nightclubs on 
a busy Saturday night. He 
told the AP that his mentor. 
Imam Samudra, one of the 
plot masterminds, deemed 


it too risky to use him in the 
attacks because he was al¬ 
ready wanted for an earlier 
botched bombing. 

Today, Fadlan believes he 
would be in paradise if he 
had been picked. 

“I still believe it ... because 
it's not promised by my re¬ 
cruiter, but God,” Fadlan 
said softly in a mosque near 
his house in central Jakarta. 
Fadlan was jailed for four 
years in 2006 after being 
found guilty of harboring 
terrorists, including Noordin 
M. Top, who was Southeast 
Asia's most wanted militant 
before police killed him in 
2009. Fadlan was released 


on good behavior that 
same year and is now part 
of the government's de- 
radicalization program, de¬ 
signed to reform convicted 
extremists. 

He told the AP he also was 


involved in two 2001 bomb¬ 
ings at churches in eastern 
Jakarta that injured more 
than 70 worshippers. He 
was never convicted in 
those incidents due to a 
lack of evidence. 

Now 36, Fadlan says he’s 
not actively involved with 
any militant groups in In¬ 
donesia and no longer 
interested in becoming a 
groom there because the 
country is not seen as a 
battle ground for holy war. 
But he smiles broadly when 
asked if he would still be 
willing to serve as a suicide 
bomber on another front if 
called. 


“Nobody refuses a reward 
in heaven, right?” he says. 
“But I live like I'm in a large 
aquarium now ... authori¬ 
ties are watching me ev¬ 
erywhere I go, and I could 
not go abroad.” 

A turning point for Indone¬ 
sian terrorist groups came 
in 2010, when police raided 
a paramilitary jihadi camp 
hidden in the mountains 
of Aceh. An anti-terrorism 
crackdown followed that 
left more than 100 suspect¬ 
ed militants either dead or 
arrested. 

Another alleged Bali bomb¬ 
ings mastermind, Dulmatin, 
was shot to death in a raid. 
Radical Muslim cleric Abu 
Bakar Bashir was arrested; 
last year he was sentenced 
to 15 years in jail. 

That led Indonesian ex¬ 
tremist religious leaders to 
order militants to change 
their mission. Instead of go¬ 
ing after Westerners and 
American symbols they 
were directed to target 
Indonesian ‘infidels’ such 
as police, anti-terrorism 
squads, lawmakers and 
others deemed as ob¬ 
stacles to transforming the 
secular country into an Is¬ 
lamic state governed by 
Sharia law. 

Most of Indonesia, a coun¬ 
try of 240 million, practices 
a moderate style of Islam 
that condemns violence, 
and its government is keep¬ 
ing up pressure against 
extremists. Data from the 
National Police revealed 
more than 700 militants 
have been arrested over 
the past 10 years, including 
84 last year. Dozens more 
have been killed since the 
Bali bombings. □ 



In this Wednesday, Sept. 26, 2012 photo, members of Indonesian police anti-terror unit Special 
Detachment 88 move into positions as they prepare for a raid in Solo, Central Java, Indonesia. 
Ten years after terrorist attacks at two Bali nightclubs killed more than 200 people, mostly foreign 
tourists, Indonesia has won international praise for its counterterrorism efforts. Militant organizations 
have been fractured and many of their charismatic leaders have been killed or jailed. But an 
Associated Press analysis shows the number of strikes within the country has actually gone up, 
especially since 2010, when radical imams called on their followers to focus on domestic targets 
rather than Westerners. The more recent attacks have been conducted with less expertise, and the 
vast majority of victims have been Indonesians. 

(AP Photo) 








































Secondary education schools may participate! 


Aruba Bank and Serlimar announce the Good4TheNeighborhood 

“Upgrade Your Bario” 



- Program begins in the 
month of November. 

ORANJESTAD, Aruba -Sep¬ 
tember 28th, 2012: Aruba 
Bank’s “Good4TheNeigh- 
borhood” project contin¬ 
ues. This year the bank is in¬ 
troducing a new concept, 
in which the project will in¬ 
clude a Cleanup Day with 
participants from the sec¬ 
ondary education schools 
and the Centronan di Bario 
(Neighborhood Centers). 
The goal for this year is to 
include the youth and resi¬ 
dents of neighborhoods 
in a community project 
as well as increase their 
awareness of the fact that 
together we can make a 
change and improve the 
recreational opportunities 
on the streets where we 
live. “Good4TheNeighbor- 
hood” wants to stimulate 
teamwork, leadership, cre¬ 
ativity among youngsters 
and educate our upcom¬ 
ing generation on how 
to design and execute a 
plan, as well as create a 
budget for that plan. 

This year Serlimar will also 
take part in Good4The- 
Neighborhood and con¬ 
tribute to the aspect of 
cleaning up during Clean¬ 
up Days in different neigh¬ 
borhoods. 

Serlimar will place trash 
cans, and its trucks will go 
through all streets. The Ser¬ 
limar team will also be on 
hand to coordinate activi¬ 
ties and make sure all goes 
well. 

Aruba Bank approached 
the secondary-education 
schools in Aruba to invite 
third grade students to par¬ 
ticipate in this wonderful 
project. 

Aruba Bank will visit the is¬ 
land’s neighborhoods to 
select the neighborhoods 


that have the most need 
for general cleanups. Each 
school that participates will 
adopt one of these neigh¬ 
borhoods and participate 
in the Cleanup Day proj¬ 
ect. The schools will work 
together with the commu¬ 
nity centers with the ob¬ 
jective to involve all neigh¬ 
borhood residents in the 


Good4TheNeighborhood 
Cleanup Day. 

The students will also have 
the opportunity to present 
an idea for a recreational 
area in their neighborhood. 
The goal behind this is to 
create a better line of com¬ 
munication among neigh¬ 
bors, through which they 
may exchange ideas, relax 


and enjoy time with their 
children. The participat¬ 
ing schools will continue to 
monitor these recreational 
areas and will be respon¬ 
sible for their maintenance, 
which will take place once 
a year. 

Additionally, Aruba Bank 
will place a “Good4The- 
Neighborhood” sign in the 


recreational area of each 
neighborhood, thereby 
modeling the social cor¬ 
porate responsibility that 
the bank feels towards the 
community. 

At the end of the execution 
of the projects, a group of 
judges will select the top 3 
best projects. 

There will be prizes for the 
three projects that stand 
out the most. 

Each project that is real¬ 
ized is a winner on its own, 
and Aruba Bank will have 
a special token of recog¬ 
nition for each school that 
participates. 

Aruba Bank will hereby 
once again encourage 
our younger generation in 
the secondary education 
school system to partici¬ 
pate in a Good4TheNeigh- 
borhood project, thereby 
stimulating the sense of 
leadership and creativ¬ 
ity among the youngsters 
and teaching them how 
to work in a team for their 
community. 

Aside from this the bank will 
also involve the youth and 
neighborhood residents in 
a project that is good for 
their neighborhood as well 
as educate the young¬ 
sters on creating a plan 
and working based on a 
budget. In the month of 
December, each project 
will be presented during a 
final event at Aruba Bank 
Camacuri branch, during 
which Aruba Bank will also 
announce the three win¬ 
ning schools. 

In the weeks ahead, Aruba 
Bank will provide more in¬ 
formation and details relat¬ 
ed to the Good4TheNeigh- 
borhood Upgrade Bo Bario 
project, which will involve 
schools, student and es¬ 
pecially diverse neighbor¬ 
hoods on the island. □ 
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Guitarist Ernest Ferro rocks 
at Gillmanfest Valencia 2012 



ORANJESTAD - This past 
August, one of the island’s 
premier guitarists, Ernesto 
Ferro, returned to his home¬ 
land of Venezuela as a 
special guest at Gillman¬ 
fest Valencia 2012, known 
as South America’s “Capi¬ 
tal of Rock.” 

Ernesto founded the band 
Gillman back in 1984, and 
along with cofounder Paul 
Gillman, formed the coun¬ 
try's first rock singer-guitarist 
duo in the style of world- 
renowned duos like Jag- 
ger-Richards, Plant-Page, 
and Tyler-Perry. Through 
1991, Ernetso and Gillman 
played to sellout crowds in 
large amphitheaters and 
venues. 


During Ernesto's reunion 
concert in August, it was 
as if he and Gillman never 
missed a beat, picking up 
right where they left off, 
dusting off their old LP clas¬ 
sics and playing to a crowd 
of more than 30,000 die¬ 
hard fans. Also playing at 
the festival was industrial 
metal band, “Fear Facto¬ 
ry,” from Los Angeles. 
During the show, the fes¬ 
tival organization award¬ 
ed Ernesto with a plaque 
of appreciation for his 
work and contribu¬ 
tion to the rock mu¬ 
sic made in Venezuela. 
Here on Aruba, Ernesto 
plays at various resort ven¬ 
ues throughout the week.Q 
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Kids learn the ropes at Westin 



PALM BEACH - This past 
week, local school chil¬ 
dren had the week off for 
fall break, and as is tradi¬ 
tion at the Westin Resort & 
Casino, Aruba, one day is 
dedicated to “bring your 


kids to work” day dur¬ 
ing the break. Associates 
brought their kids for a few 
hours to both see first-hand 
what mom and dad do, as 
well as tour the inner work¬ 
ings of the resort, gaining 


a unique perspective of 
the hospitality industry. Pic¬ 
tured here are the children 
out and about throughout 
the resort, even spending 
some time in the kitchen 
baking cupcakes with the 
chefsO 
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Loyal visitors honored by the Aruba 

tourism Authority! 


Recently the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority had the great pleasure of 
honoring a group of very loyal 
and friendly visitors as Distinguish 
Visitors of Aruba. 

The honorees were Ernie and 
Gloria Silvia, and their children, 
Marissa and Chad Silvia, who re¬ 
ceived their certificate from the 


Minister of Tourism the next day. 
Also honored were Gary and Jac¬ 
queline Szymaniak. 

The symbolic honorary title is pre¬ 
sented in the name of the Minister 
of Tourism as a token of appre¬ 
ciation to guests who visit Aruba 
for 10-to-19 consecutive years. 
The honorees all have one thing 


in common, they love Aruba very 
much because of the friendly 
people, the beaches, the beau¬ 
tiful weather, shopping, family at¬ 
mosphere and the relaxation. The 
certificate was presented by Er¬ 
nest Giel, representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority, together with 
Rina Geerman. □ 



Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 


Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!" 
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This March 18, 2012 file 
photo shows Lindsey Vonn, 
of the United States, posing 
with her alpine ski, women’s 
World Cup trophies for the 
super-G, super-combined, 
downhill and overall titles, in 
Schladming, Austria. 

Associated Press 

U.S. team yet 
to discuss 
Vonn’s request 
to race men 

GRAHAM DUNBAR 
AP Sports Writer 
GENEVA (AP) — Lindsey 
Vonn wants to challenge 
the men's downhill skiers 
in a World Cup race next 
month, though her wish still 
needs the support of the 
United States team and 
Alpine skiing's governing 
body. 

The United States ski fed¬ 
eration said Monday that it 
has not yet had a “formal 
discussion” about the pos¬ 
sibility of its star racer chal¬ 
lenging the men on Nov. 24 
in Lake Louise, Alberta. 
Vonn, the women’s Olym¬ 
pic downhill champion, has 
written the International Ski 
Federation to ask whether 
she can make the historic 
start at a venue where she 
has earned nine of her 26 
World Cup downhill victo¬ 
ries. The Canadian course 
— often dubbed “Lake 
Lindsey” for her dominance 
there — stages women’s 
races, including two down¬ 
hills, the following week¬ 
end. 


Contionued on next page 
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Tiger eyes leading U.S. at Ryder Cup _ just not yet 



USA’s Tiger Woods reacts after making a birdie on the 15th hole during a four-ball match at the 
Ryder Cup PGA golf tournament Friday, Sept. 28,2012, at the Medinah Country Club in Medinah, III. 

Associated Press 


BERNIE McGUIRE 
Associated Press 
BELEK, Turkey (AP) — Tiger 
Woods hopes to captain 
the U.S. Ryder Cup team 
someday. He still plans to 
play in a few more before 
fhaf happens. 

The 14-time major winner 
is coming off a disappoint¬ 
ing performance at Medi¬ 
nah. He secured only half 
a point in his seventh Ryder 
Cup appearance as Eu¬ 
rope retained the title Sept. 
30. 

“One day that would be 
fantastic and a huge honor 
to be a captain of a Ryder 
Cup team, but hopefully it 
doesn’t happen in the near 
future,” Woods said. “I still 
want to be playing on a lot 
more teams but certainly 
one day, when my golfing 
life is slowing down and 
when it’s over, that would 
be a huge honor to be a 
part of a Ryder Cup from a 
captaincy side." 

Woods arrived Monday for 
the $5.3 million Turkish Air¬ 
ways World Golf Finals, an 
eight-player event being 
promoted simply as “Tiger 
v Rory.” 

Woods tied Raymond Floyd 
for the U.S. record for most 


losses in foursomes (8) after 
pairing with Steve Strieker 
on Friday. He also went 
down in the fourballs Friday 
and Saturday afternoon 
with Strieker. 

After playing only once on 
the winning team, in 1999, 
Woods is stinging at the lat¬ 
est loss. 

“It didn’t set in for me for a 
few days as to what hap¬ 
pened in Medinah. I had 
two sick kids I had to care 
for and they also had to go 
to school. They had fevers 
and I was focused on them 
for a couple of days,” he 
said. “I then started to talk 
to my friends and team¬ 
mates, and once it all start¬ 
ed to sink in — and the po¬ 
sition we had been in and 
what transpired — yes, it 
was tough for a couple of 
days. 

“I texted Freddie (Couples) 
and Steve (Strieker) quite 
a bit, and like anything it 
is a tournament lost and 
you have to move on and 
focus on the next event. 
We lose far more than we 
win in this sport and you 
learn to move on. The next 
event is this week here 
in Turkey, and I’ve got a 
good matchup with Chari 


(Schwartzel)." 

Unlike Woods, Rory Mcllroy 
has been to Turkey before, 
supporting tennis star girl¬ 
friend Caroline Wozniacki 
for a season-ending event. 
Wozniacki is here to support 
Mcllroy this time, and the 
top-ranked golfer is look¬ 
ing forward to getting back 


into the swing after the eu¬ 
phoria of the Ryder Cup. 
“It’s going to be a very 
exciting week with eight 
of the best players in the 
world, and the people of 
Turkey are going to see an 
event they’ve never seen 
before,” Mcllroy said. “I am 
still trying to come down 


from the high of the Ryder 
Cup, but it's just nice to be 
here. 

“I haven’t touched a club 
since the Ryder Cup as I’ve 
just been chilling out with 
Caroline, so I will get to the 
golf course early tomorrow 
morning and see if it’s still 
there.”□ 



Continued from Page 17 


FIS, however, can’t make a 
decision on Vonn until the 
U.S. ski team makes a for¬ 
mal request to let her enter. 
“There’s not anything to say 
until we have a proposal 
from the national associa¬ 
tion," FIS secretary general 
Sarah Lewis told The Associ¬ 
ated Press in a telephone 
interview on Monday. 

The U.S. Ski and Snowboard 
Association would need 
to submit a request before 
the decision-making FIS 
Council next meets Nov. 
3-4 in Oberhofen, Switzer¬ 
land — but has yet to de¬ 
cide whether to do so. 

“We clearly have great 
respect for Lindsey, her 
accomplishments in 

the sport and her desire to 
seek this new challenge,” 
Tom Kelly, vice president 
of communications for the 
U.S.S.A., said in a state¬ 
ment. “But we have not 
had any formal discussion 


yet between Lindsey and 
FIS.” 

“As with any issue or oppor¬ 
tunity, decisions we make 
are management deci¬ 
sions but include all appro¬ 
priate parties," Kelly wrote. 
Team obligations to broad¬ 
caster NBC are a likely 


factor after it committed 
to starting live coverage 
of World Cup races on its 
NBC Sports Network cable 
channel this season. 

When the men are racing 
Nov. 24-25 in Lake Lou¬ 
ise, the women’s World 
Cup circuit makes its one 


scheduled stop in the Unit¬ 
ed States, with giant slalom 
and slalom races sched¬ 
uled on a holiday weekend 
program at Aspen, Colo¬ 
rado. 

In an August news release, 
the U.S.S.A. said “live cov¬ 
erage will feature Olympic 


champions Lindsey Vonn 
and Julia Mancuso from 
the Nature Valley Aspen 
Winternational Thanksgiv¬ 
ing weekend.” 

“We would weigh all ele¬ 
ments, including TV, in the 
context of how we can 
best support athletes like 
Lindsey,” Kelly wrote in an 
email reply to the AP. 

A FIS rule limiting athletes’ 
access to extra training 
time on slopes so close 
to race days also counts 
against Vonn's chances. 

By taking part in men’s 
training and races at Lake 
Louise, the rule would bar 
Vonn from the subsequent 
women’s races — two 
downhills and a super-G — 
for having gained an unfair 
advantage in familiarizing 
herself with the slope. 

Vonn may be unwilling 
to jeopardize losing race 
points which have been 
the foundation of her four 
overall World Cup titles and 
five straight downhill sea¬ 
son trophies.Q 






















I 



SPORTS I™ 


Tuesday, October 9, 2012 





GRAND VICTORIA 


SPECIALIZE IN CHINESE AND INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 


BA ft & 

RESTAURANT 


Located at the Palm Beach #184 near the traffic lights opposite 
the high-rise hotel, walking distance from the hotels. We have 
the best prices on alt of our cuisines. Call; 586-4481 



Has everything lhat you need for a good 
vacation. We have a wide variety or liquors 
and wine, beach items and much more. 


UMICASA 

Supermarket 

Pnlm Reach #IKJ * Ttl; (297) Pfcfi-NSJtl 

Open Ikh«- - Sflhntoy S&rrt • 12mi*iisW 

* 1 Qpm 


# 

umcasa 


I 


I 


I 


I 


I 


Cardinals rout Nationals 12-4, tie NLDS 1-all 


By R.B. FALLSTROM 
AP Sports Writer 
ST. LOUIS (AP) - Carlos 
Beltran hit the last two of 
the Cardinals' four hom¬ 
ers and St. Louis chased an 
ineffective Jordan Zimmer- 
mann early in a 12-4 rout of 
the Washington Nationals 
on Monday that tied their 
NL division series at one 
game apiece 
Allen Craig and Daniel Des- 
calso also went deep to 
help the defending World 
Series champions build a 
big lead that compen¬ 
sated for a two-inning start 
from an ailing Jaime Gar¬ 
cia. Craig hit his fifth ca¬ 
reer postseason homer and 
scored three times. 

Ryan Zimmerman and 
Adam LaRoche hit consec¬ 
utive homers in the fifth for 
the Nationals, who head 
home for the remainder of 
the best-of-five series. But 
the NL East champions are 
without All-Star ace Ste¬ 
phen Strasburg, shut down 
for the rest of the season 
early last month to protect 
his surgically repaired arm. 
Game 3 is Wednesday af¬ 
ternoon at Nationals Park. 
Edwin Jackson starts for 
Washington against long¬ 
time Cardinals ace Chris 
Carpenter, who made 
only three starts during the 
regular season because of 
injury. 

"Today, for us, was a must- 
win game," Beltran said. 
The Cardinals seem to live 
for those. They lost the divi¬ 
sion series and NL champi¬ 
onship series openers last 
fall, then finished strong in 
the World Series after spot¬ 
ting Texas a 3-2 lead. 

So, they’re on familiar 
ground. 

There were no lineup 
changes in Game 2 of the 
division series, just a lot 
more clutch hitting from 
players accustomed to 
October pressure. 


Beltran homered twice 
in the postseason for the 
third time in his career, 
connecting in the sixth off 
Mike Gonzalez and eighth 
off Sean Burnett. Jon Jay 
had two hits and three RBIs, 
plus an outstanding catch 
at the center-field wall to 
deprive Danny Espinosa of 
extra bases in the sixth. 

St. Louis was 0 for 8 with 
runners in scoring position 
in Game 1 and totaled just 
three hits. 

The Cardinals had five hits in 
a four-run second Monday, 
Descalso hit his first post¬ 
season homer in the fourth 
a day after getting robbed 
by Jayson Werth’s leaping 
catch at the right-field wall, 
and Beltran’s drive off Gon¬ 
zalez in the sixth banged 
off the facade in the third 
deck in left, estimated at 
444 feet. 

Shadows didn’t seem to be 
as big of an issue in Game 
2, which started 1 1/2 hours 
later than the opener, 
creeping past the pitcher’s 
mound around the third in¬ 
ning. Both teams had issues 
with playing conditions af¬ 
ter the opener. 

Late last season, after com¬ 
plaints from Albert Pujols 
and Lance Berkman, the 
Cardinals said they’d try 
not to schedule late after¬ 
noon games that might be 
affected. 

Zimmermann lasted a sea- 
son-low three innings while 
pitching on eight days’ 
rest. His next-shortest outing 
also was against the Car¬ 
dinals, when he was gave 
up a four-run, first-inning 
cushion and was chased 
after yielding eight runs in 3 
2-3 innings in a 10-9 loss at 
home. 

The numbers weren't fa¬ 
vorable for the 25-year- 
old right-hander prior to 
first pitch, given he's 0-2 
with a 9.45 ERA in five ca¬ 
reer regular-season starts 


against the Cardinals. They 
were 3 for 5 with runners in 
scoring position against a 
pitcher who led the majors 
by holding opponents to a 
.160 average. 

Nationals batters made 
contact on just four of Gar¬ 
cia’s 24 pitches in the first, 
threatening with a pair of 
walks. Garcia went to a full 
count on five of his first eight 
hitters, and threw 51 pitch¬ 
es in two innings while sur¬ 
rendering Zimmermann's 
RBI single in the second. 
Cardinals manager Mike 
Matheny said Garcia was 
pulled because his arm 
didn't feel right. Garcia 
missed time this season with 
a shoulder problemO 



Washington Nationals' Bryce Harper, right, is tagged out at third 
by St. Louis Cardinals shortstop Pete Kozma during the seventh 
inning in Game 2 of baseball's National League division series, 
Monday, Oct. 8, 2012, in St. Louis. 

The Associated 


Cilic, Querrey advance to 
2nd round in Shanghai 


SANDRA HARWITT 
For The Associated Press 
SHANGHAI (AP) — Tenth- 
seeded Marin Cilic of Croa¬ 
tia moved into the second 
round of the Shanghai 
Masters on Monday with a 
7-5, 6-3 victory over Lukasz 
Kubot of Poland. 

Cilic served eight aces and 
broke Kubot four times to 
wrap up the win in 1 hour, 
33 minutes. 

American player Sam 
Querrey also advanced 
with a 6-3, 6-1 victory over 
Chinese wild-card entry 
Li Zhe. The 22nd-ranked 
Querrey jumped out to a 
quick 5-2 lead in the first 
set, then won the final five 
games of the second to 
close out the match in just 
59 minutes. 

Querrey served 11 aces 
and converted five of his 
10 break points. 

“I thought I served great," 
Querrey said. “I thought I 
returned well, and I took 



Marin Cilic of Croatia returns a 
shot to Lukasz Kubot of Poland 
during the first round men’s 
singles match of the Shanghai 
Masters tennis tournament 
at Qizhong Forest Sports City 
Tennis Center in Shanghai, 
China, Monday Oct. 8, 2012. 

Associated Press 

advantage of the break 
points. That was the key.” 
Grigor Dimitrov of Bulgar¬ 
ia beat Pablo Andujar of 
Spain 7-5, 6-3 to set up a 
meeting with second-seed¬ 
ed Novak Djokovic in the 


next round. Djokovic, who 
is coming off his third title at 
the China Open in Beijing, 
and the other seven top- 
seeded players have byes 
in the first round. 

Dimitrov earned the only 
two breaks of the match, 
including in the fourth 
game of the second set to 
take a decisive lead. 

Also Monday, Tommy Ro- 
bredo of Spain defeated 
qualifier Alex Bogomolov 
Jr. of Russia 7-6 (4), 6-4; Ben¬ 
oit Paire of France ousted 
qualifier Philipp Petzschner 
of Germany 7-6 (2), 6-4; 
and ninth-seeded Nicolas 
Almagro of Spain lost to 
34-year-old Tommy Haas of 
Germany 4-6, 7-6 (4) 6-2. 
“He served extremely well 
and had a lot of chances 
in the second set. But I was 
hanging tough and finally 
took the second set,” Haas 
said. “Once I broke serve 
in the third set the momen¬ 
tum shifted my way.’O 
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Heat arrive in China for preseason games 



Miami Heat forward LeBron James (6) is defended by Atlanta Hawks' Josh Smith in the first half of a 
preseason NBA basketball game, Sunday, Oct. 7, 2012, in Atlanta. 


TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Sports Writer 
MIAMI (AP)—LeBron James 
is visiting China for the ninth 
time, which makes him one 
of the resident Miami Heat 
experts about the world's 
most populous nation. 
Specifically, the food 
choices there. 

“If anyone comes back 
with any body fat from this 
trip, then I don’t know what 
they were doing on their 
free time," said James, the 
NBA’s MVP. 

So maybe it’s fortunate 
that the coming week 
won't exactly include a 
ton of free time for the 
Heat, who arrived in Beijing 
on Monday night for a 
weeklong trip. The reigning 
league champions play 
the Los Angeles Clippers 
twice during the NBA China 
Games, starting in Beijing 
on Thursday and then 
again Sunday in Shanghai. 
“Should be fun,” James 
said. “It’s a very long trip to 
be bonding together, but 
we’re going to use it and 
not waste an opportunity.” 
The itinerary is hectic, with 
VIP receptions, a trip to the 
Great Wall of China and 
other excursions planned. 
The Heat are trying to 
ensure that players and 
personnel have time to 
experience some elements 


of Chinese culture on their 
own. 

“You only have these 
type of opportunities so 
often," Heat coach Erik 
Spoelstra said. “You want 
to take advantage of it. 
This is the preseason. We 
understand the big picture. 
It’s a great program that 
the NBA runs when you 
have an opportunity to 
play overseas. Our last trip 
was tremendous when 
we went to Europe. Great 
team-building, and you get 
to see another part of the 
world and do it together." 


The Heat played games in 
France and England during 
the 2008 preseason against 
the Nets, who then called 
New Jersey home. 

Miami left on Saturday for 
Atlanta, played the Hawks 
there in the preseason 
opener for both teams on 
Sunday afternoon, then 
boarded a charter for the 
flight to Beijing, one that 
lasted a little more than 
14 hours. The Heat landed 
around 9:30 p.m. local 
time. 

Heat guard Mario Chalmers 
remembered to turn his 


Associated Press 

phone’s international plans 
on before leaving the 
U.S. Apparently, he forgot 
to account for the time 
difference halfway around 
the world — tweeting that 
he slept for about 11 hours 
on the plane, meaning he 
was rested and refreshed 
around what would have 
figured to be bedtime in 
China. 

“I ain’t gettin no sleep 
tonight,” Chalmers wrote. 
Which means he may 
be a bit groggy Tuesday 
morning, when the Heat 
are scheduled to hold their 
first practice in China. The 
team has set aside about 
six hours for a trip to the 
Great Wall later in the day. 
“We’re looking forward 
to the opportunity,” Heat 
guard Dwyane Wade said. 
“I think as an organization, 
as players individually, 
once we get over there it 
will be a great opportunity 
to continue to grow our 
game.” 

Wade did not play in 
Atlanta on Sunday as he 
continues recovering from 
offseason knee surgery. He 
is hopeful of playing at least 
once in China, and went for 
a late-night workout after 
the plane landed Monday 
night. He remembers what 
those Nets-Heat games 
were like in Europe four 
years ago, and said the 
element of facing the same 
team twice in the span of 
a few days helps raise the 


competitive bar a bit, even 
in an exhibition. 

“The second one was a 
little bit more of a grind-out 
game, where you really 
wanted to win,” Wade 
said. “The first game will be 
fun and will give the fans 
a show. The second one's 
going to be a little more 
intense. Guys will want 
to get at it and try to win. 
No doubt, you need some 
competitive situations. You 
need to be pushed, you 
need to feel fatigued, all 
those things.” 

The NBA allows teams that 
are traveling internationally 
during the preseason to 
open camp a few days 
earlier than everyone else, 
which Spoelstra said was 
helpful. 

Sure, it's a logistical 
challenge, but Spoelstra 
isn’t worried. 

“There’s a lot of good 
things about trips like this 
with the NBA, and that’s 
why we're looking forward 
to it,” Spoelstra said. “If we 
didn’t have this training 
camp I'd be thinking that 
this is a tough thing, a lot 
of distractions and so forth. 
But we've had a full training 
camp. Now we get to go 
away, together, and spend 
an inordinate amount of 
time around each other in 
a place that’s a little bit out 
of our comfort zone. That 
usually is good for team¬ 
building.” 

Those meals might create 
a team memory or two 
as well. Chinese culinary 
options can seem unique — 
even though some on the 
trip are quick to point out 
there are American fast- 
food restaurants all over 
Beijing. But for those with 
more adventurous palates, 
some unusual choices can 
be had. 

“I'm sure we're going to 
eat some funky meals 
where we can all say, ‘Oh, 
that was nasty,"' said Heat 
forward Shane Battier, who 
has endorsed the Chinese 
shoe brand Peak since 
2006. “Those experiences 
are good. And for guys 
who have never been to 
China before, it'll be fun 
to see their reaction. And 
those things, I think, can 
build a team. 


Speedskating 
selects 3 to take 
over during 
scandal 

KEARNS, Utah (AP) — U.S. Speedskat¬ 
ing has appointed a 1994 Olympian 
and coaches who helped develop 
Apolo Anton Ohno and top Cana¬ 
dian athletes to take over until a 
scandal within the short-track pro¬ 
gram is sorted. The federation an¬ 
nounced Monday that Pat Wentland 
and Stephen Gough will work with 
National Racing Program skaters 
headed to the World Cups events in 
autumn. Athletes still in the program 
who failed to qualify will be coached 
by Tony Goskowicz. The coaching 
changes follow news last week that 
Jae Su Chun and assistant Jun Hyung 
Yeo are both suspended for failing 
to report skate tampering by Simon 
Cho. Both coaches and Cho face □ 



In this Sept. 30, 2012, file photo, the United States 
Simon Cho takes adjusting his skates after racing in a 
500 meter semifinal at the U.S. Single Distance Short 
Track Speedskating Championship in Kearns, Utah. 

Associated Press 
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Kenseth wins when Stewart gets 
knocked upside down 


JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
TALLADEGA, Alabama (AP) 

— Daytona 500 winner 
Matt Kenseth won Sunday 
at Talladega Superpeed¬ 
way, where a last-lap crash 
turned defending NASCAR 
champion Tony Stewart up¬ 
side down. 

Stewart was leading the fi¬ 
nal lap but had no drafting 
partner as the field closed 
in on him. He was look¬ 
ing for help when he mis¬ 
judged how much room 
he had and turned down in 
front of Michael Waltrip. 
Waltrip hooked Stewart's 


bumper, and it triggered 
a 25-car accident that 
sent Stewart's car sailing 
on its side over the field. 
NASCAR threw the caution 
and Kenseth coasted to 
the victory. 

Stewart was helped from 
his car by safety workers 
and waved to the crowd 
to signify he was OK. Jeff 
Gordon finished second 
and Kyle Busch was third. 
Everyone else was left won¬ 
dering what happened to 
cause so much carnage. 
“It’s not safe. It's not. It’s 
bloodthirsty,” Dale Earn¬ 
hardt Jr. said. “If that’s 


what people want, that’s 
ridiculous.” 

Stewart took full responsi¬ 
bility for causing the acci¬ 
dent. He had charged to 
the lead on the first lap of 
a two-lap sprint to the fin¬ 
ish, but got too far ahead 
of the pack to hang on to 
any drafting partners. 
Kenseth was charging on 
the outside of him and 
Waltrip was leading a line 
of traffic on the inside. 
Stewart was blocking all 
over the track, and said 
he mistakenly chopped 
across the front of Waltrip’s 
car. 



Matt Kenseth poses with the trophy after winning the NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Series auto race at Talladega Superspeedway, Sun¬ 
day, Oct. 7, 2012, in Talladega, Ala. 

Associated Press 



London Olympics champion Usain Bolt watches the Breakers’ 
training at their training facility at Mairangi Bay in Auckland, New 
Zealand, Monday, Oct 8, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Usain Bolt says he’ll defend 
sprint titles in 2016 Rio Games 


AUCKLAND, New Zealand 
(AP) — Usain Bolt will be 
aiming for a three-peat of 
Olympic sprint titles in the 
100 and 200 meters at the 
2016 Rio de Janeiro Games, 
rather than trying out a new 
event. 

After Bolt became the first 


man to successfully de¬ 
fend both sprint titles at the 
London Olympics, he was 
coy about his prospects of 
competing in Rio and there 
was speculation he could 
switch to the long jump or 
400 for a new challenge. 
However, during a promo¬ 


tional visit to New Zealand 
on Monday, the self-de¬ 
clared “living legend" said 
that his plan for 2016 “is all 
about just going and de¬ 
fending my titles.” 

“I don’t want to try any 
different events at Rio, be¬ 
cause at Rio I will just de¬ 
fend my titles to show the 
world that there is a possi¬ 
bility that I can do it again," 
Bolt, who won the 100- and 
200-meters and helped Ja¬ 
maica win the 4x100-meter 
relays at Beijing and Lon¬ 
don, told a news confer¬ 
ence. 

“The three-peat. That's the 
focus — there’s not going 
to be any different event.” 
The 26-year-old Bolt was 
under intense pressure from 
Yohan Blake heading into 
the London Olympics after 


losing to his training partner 
at the Jamaican selection 
trials. But he vowed to de¬ 
liver his best when it count¬ 
ed most and showed with 
his commanding runs in 
London just how far ahead 
of the competition he can 
be when he’s in peak form. 
Bolt has the world record 
in the 100 and 200 and 
wants to go even faster. 
He'll return to training later 
this month and turn his at¬ 
tention immediately to the 
world championships next 
year in Moscow. 

“I continue to work hard, 
continue staying focused 
and pushing myself, so for 
me that’s the focus right 
now,” he said. “I don’t 
know how fast I can go but 
I definitely try to go faster 
each year. I enjoy being 
challenged all the time.”0 


“I just screwed up. I turned 
down and cut across Mi¬ 
chael and crashed the 
whole field,” Stewart said. 
“It was my fault, blocking 
and trying to stay where I 
was at. 

“I was trying to win the race 
and I was trying to stay 
ahead of Matt there and 
Michael got a great run on 
the bottom and had a big 
head of steam, and when 
I turned down, I turned 
across the front of his car. 
Just a mistake on my part 
but cost a lot of people a 
bad day.” 

Five-time Talladega winner 
Earnhardt said enough is 
enough with the carnage. 
“If this was what we did ev¬ 
ery week, I wouldn't be do¬ 
ing it,” he said. “I'll just put it 
to you that way. If this was 
how we raced every week. 
I’d find another job. That’s 
what the package is doing. 
It’s really not racing. It’s a 
little disappointingO 
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Personal Health: 

E-health care helps older 
generation of Americans 





Alexis McKenzie, right, executive director of The Methodist 
Home of the District of Columbia Forest Side, an Alzheimer’s 
assisted-living facility, laughs with resident Catherine Peake, in 
Washington. Combined results released, Monday, Oct. 8, 2012, 
from two studies of an experimental Alzheimer’s drug under 
development by Eli Lilly & Co. called solanezumab, suggest that 
it might modestly slow mental decline, especially in patients with 
mild disease. Taken separately, the studies missed their main 
goals to significantly slow the mind-robbing disease. But pooled 
results found 34 percent less decline in mild Alzheimer’s patients 
compared to those on a dummy treatment for 18 months. 

(AP Photo/Charles Dharapak) 

Experimental Alzheimer 
drug shows some promise 


JANE E. BRODY 
© 2012 New York Times 

Are you among the 47 per¬ 
cent of older Americans 
who have not yet entered 
the digital age? If so, you're 
likely to be missing out on a 
lot of e-health opportuni¬ 
ties available to help you 
live well despite chronic 
ailments and encroaching 
physical limitations. 
Americans over 65, whose 
health stands to benefit the 
most from modern digital 
technology, are the least 
able and least likely to use 
it. As of April, according 
to the Pew Research Cen¬ 
ter’s Internet and Ameri¬ 
can Life Project, 53 percent 
of Americans 65 and older 
were using the Internet or 
email, but after age 75, use 
dropped significantly, to 34 
percent. By contrast, near¬ 
ly 90 percent of younger 
adulfs are digitally con¬ 
nected. 

The challenges of get¬ 
ting more of the elderly 
connected to e-health, 
a catchall term for digital 
practices related to health 
care, are many: lack of 
awareness; fear of com¬ 
puters and smartphones: 
problems with vision, hear¬ 
ing, cognition or manual 
dexterity; limited finances 
or learning options; and 
concerns about privacy. 
But these limitations are be¬ 
ing addressed by experts 
who specialize in digital 
communication for old¬ 
er people - government 
agencies like the National 
Institute on Aging and the 
National Network of Librar¬ 
ies of Medicine; organiza¬ 
tions like libraries, senior 
centers and residences, 
YMCA's and AARP; and a 
small but growing number 
of upstart companies that 
provide services in places 
like assisted living facilities. 
“Seniors need to get on 
the technological band¬ 
wagon and become an 
integral part of their own 
health care and health 
care delivery,” said Sara J. 
Czaja, scientific director of 


the Center on Aging at the 
Miller School of Medicine 
af the University of Miami. 
“Many older adults don’t 
see the relevance of hav¬ 
ing access to the Internet, 



Connecting more older 
Americans to the Internet 
is expected to improve 
opportunities to protect 
their well-being and reduce 
national costs for care. 

(Yvetta Fedorova/The New 
York Times) 

but more and more medi¬ 
cal services are becoming 
available online.” 

Getting more seniors digi¬ 
tally connected, either per¬ 
sonally or through caregiv¬ 
ers, is expected to greatly 
enhance opportunities to 
protect the health and 
well-being of older people 
and, at the same time, re¬ 
duce both individual and 
national health care costs. 
How can e-health help 
you? Current and future 
possibilities listed by Czaja 
and others include: 

— Learn more about your 
health problems and how 
best to manage them. 

— Become an informed 
and active participant 
in decisions about your 
health. 

— Remain independent 
and in your own home lon¬ 
ger. 

— Maintain an electronic 
personal medical record 
with everything in one 
place for easy access. 

— Enhance emotional 
health and longevity by 
staying socially connected 
to friends and relatives. 

— Communicate directly 


with your doctors by email 
or Skype. 

— Have a technologically 
based home visit by send¬ 
ing vital information, like 
blood pressure, heart rate 
and oxygen saturation, 
digitally to your doctor. 

— Find and facilitate ac¬ 
cess to medical specialists. 

— Identify fhe best Medi¬ 
care options foryour needs. 

— Order prescriptions and 
groceries online. 

— Develop an at-home fit¬ 
ness program tailored to 
your needs and limitations. 

— Find recipes and menus 
suited to your tastes, avail¬ 
ability and nutritional re¬ 
quirements. 

As more baby boomers 
who used digital devices 
during their younger years 
reach Medicare age, the 
proportion of the over-65 
population that is e-savvy is 
expected to increase dra¬ 
matically. But that will still 
leave a significant portion 
of the aging population in 
the Dark Ages of the type¬ 
writer. 

Michelle Eberle, a con¬ 
sumer health information 
coordinator for the Nation¬ 
al Network of Libraries of 
Medicine in New England, 
said: “Older adults often 
are embarrassed by their 
lack of familiarity with com¬ 
puters and the Internet, 
and they try to hide their 
discomfort. But there are 
many places where seniors 
can overcome their tech¬ 
nological disparities and 
get free training on the use 
of computers.” 

In a 2006 report, the fed¬ 
eral Office of Disease Pre¬ 
vention and Health Promo¬ 
tion noted that “8 in 10 of 
today's seniors who have 
not yet used the Internet 
do not think they ever will.” 
But a Pew Center study 
last year concluded that 
“80 is the new 60” - more 
and more older adults now 
use computers and the In¬ 
ternet, and two-thirds of 
seniors using the Internet 
have looked for health in¬ 
formation online. □ 


MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — Combined 
results from two studies of 
an experimental Alzheim¬ 
er’s drug suggest it might 
modestly slow mental de¬ 
cline, especially in patients 
with mild disease. 

Taken separately, the 
studies missed their main 
goals to significantly slow 
the mind-robbing disease. 
But pooled results found 
34 percent less decline in 
mild Alzheimer's patients 
compared to those on a 
dummy treatment for 18 
months. 

Doctors say the results do 
not seem strong enough to 
win approval of the drug 
now. But they show re¬ 
searchers are on the right 
track by trying to clear the 
sticky deposits that clog 
patients' brains. 

The drug is being devel¬ 
oped by Eli Lilly & Co. and 
is called solanezumab. Re¬ 
sults were reported Mon¬ 
day at an American Neu¬ 
rological Association con¬ 
ference in Boston. 

About 35 million people 
worldwide have demen¬ 
tia, and Alzheimer's is the 
most common type. In the 
U.S., about 5 million have 


Alzheimer’s. Current medi¬ 
cines such as Aricept and 
Namenda just temporarily 
ease symptoms. There is no 
known cure. 

Solanezumab is one of 
three drugs in late-stage 
testing that seek to alter 
the course of Alzheimer's. 
The fwo studies each had 
about 1,000 patients, about 
two-thirds with mild disease 
and one-third with moder¬ 
ately severe Alzheimer's, in 
16 countries. Their average 
age was 75. 

The main measures were 
two tests, one reflecting 
language, memory and 
thinking and the other, 
ability to perform daily ac¬ 
tivities such as eating and 
grooming. The combined 
results on the mild disease 
patients showed a nearly 
2-point difference in fhe 
roughly 90-point score on 
thinking abilities. 

“It’s a small difference,” 
said Dr. Rachelle Doody 
of Baylor College of Medi¬ 
cine. She heads a nation¬ 
wide research network 
funded by the National 
Institute on Aging that did 
an independent analysis of 
Lilly’s results on the studies 
and presented them Mon¬ 
day at the conferenceO 
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YouTube takes original programming venture abroad 



ThisDec.31,2008filephototakenthroughamagnifyingglassshowsavideoofGermanChancellor Angela 
Merkel delivering her New Year’s speech beside the Youtube channel of the German government. 
Associated Press 


RAPHAEL SATTER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — YouTube 
is extending its original pro¬ 
gramming initiative into Eu¬ 
rope, with at least 60 new 
video channels from media 
companies including Brit¬ 
ain’s BBC, London-based 
FreemantleMedia and the 
Netherlands’ Endemol. 

The Google Inc.-owned 
video site said Monday the 
new channels, with con¬ 
tent from Britain, Germany, 
France, and the United 
States, will be in addition to 
the 100 channels launched 
in the U.S. last year. Like 
the pre-existing American 
offerings, the European 
channels will have a mix of 
celebrity-oriented, niche, 
and established programs. 
“Some of the channels are 
personality-driven, others 
are from partners who are 
totally passionate about 
a subject,” Ben McOwen 
Wilson, who manages You¬ 
Tube’s northern European 
partnerships, said in a tele¬ 
phone interview ahead 
of the announcement. Fie 
said the goal was to let 
content producers come 
up with something they 
couldn’t deliver on TV. 


The expansion into Europe 
marks another step in You¬ 
Tube's move into the terri¬ 
tory normally occupied by 
traditional media compa¬ 
nies. 

McOwen Wilson said the 
new channels would in¬ 
clude programming from 
BBC Worldwide, the British 
public broadcaster's com¬ 
mercial arm; Endemol, 
the Dutch company be¬ 
hind the “Big Brother” real¬ 
ity television franchise; and 
FreemantleMedia, an arm 
of German media giant 
Bertelsmann responsible for 
“American Idol." 

Factual programming in¬ 
cludes “Euronews Knowl¬ 
edge,” from rolling news 
channel Euronews and 
“Truthloader,” by ITN Pro¬ 
ductions. 

The channels will also count 
content from more niche 
players: the British offerings 
include co-productions 
such as “Guinness World 
Records: OMG" and “The 
Jamie Oliver Food Chan¬ 
nel”. Other British channels 
range from programs on 
drum and bass (Mixmag 
TV) to childcare (Netmums) 
and makeup tips, fashion, 
royalty, and more. 


McOwen Wilson declined 
to say how much YouTube 
was investing in the Euro¬ 
pean expansion. The Asso¬ 
ciated Press has previously 
reported that the company 
paid out $100 million (€77 


million) to producers when 
it launched its U.S. chan¬ 
nels in 2011, with advances 
reaching up to $5 million 
per channel. 

Google hopes that adver¬ 
tising revenue will cover the 


money in advance it paid 
the media companies to 
set up the channels. Any 
surplus money generated 
on top of the advance will 
be split between Google 
and the producersO 


SpaceX launch good for 
NASA, not private firm 



The Falcon 9 SpaceX rocket lifts off from space launch complex 
40 at the Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in Cape Canaveral, 
Fla. on Sunday, Oct. 7,2012. The rocket is carrying supplies to the 
International Space Station. 

Associated Press 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

private rocket success¬ 
fully sent a capsule full of 
cargo zipping toward the 
International Space Station 
in a first of its kind delivery 
for NASA, but couldn’t de¬ 
liver on job No. 2: putting 
a commercial satellite into 
the correct orbit. 

One of nine engines on 
Space X company’s Fal¬ 
con 9 rocket failed Sunday 
79 seconds after launch 
because of a pressure loss. 
The engine didn't explode, 
but it did start a series of 
events that meant another 
company’s private satel¬ 
lite is not in the place it is 
needed. 

The main mission for the 
Falcon launch — delivering 


half a ton of science and 
food supplies toward the 
space station — is still on 
track with a docking of the 
cargo-laden Dragon cap¬ 
sule scheduled for Wednes¬ 
day. SpaceX on Monday 
said the ship’s flight com¬ 
puter calculated a new 
path to the station for the 
capsule. It is the first of a 
dozen supply runs under a 
mega-contract with NASA. 
“Falcon 9 did exactly what 
it was designed to do,” the 
California based SpaceX 
said. “Like the Saturn V, 
which experienced engine 
loss on two flights. Falcon 
9 is designed to handle an 
engine out situation and 
still complete its mission.” 
But not all of its mission. 

The original plan was for 
Falcon to fire its second 


stage engines after Dragon 
left and then deploy an 
industrial communications 
satellite into orbit for Orb- 
comm of Dulles, Virginia. 
Because this is a new re¬ 
supply ship for the space 
station, NASA and its in¬ 
ternational partners had 
set detailed safety rules in 
advance for Falcon, even 
though the engine failure 
was far from the station. 
And those rules prevent 
SpaceX from firing its sec¬ 
ond stage engines, Orb- 
comm said in a statement. 
The satellite is in a lower or¬ 
bit and engineers are trying 
to figure out how to boost 
it, Orbcomm said. 

This was the first of 18 sat¬ 
ellites that Orbcomm had 
hired SpaceX to deliver. 
The satellites help in two¬ 


way communications for 
companies to track their 
heavy equipment across 
the world. The company 
wouldn't respond to ques¬ 
tions about the cost of the 
satellite or launch services. 
Harvard University astrono¬ 
mer Jonathan McDowell, 
who tracks launches world¬ 


wide, noticed the prob¬ 
lem for hours before either 
company acknowledged 
that the satellite was in the 
wrong orbit. Even though 
SpaceX was congratulat¬ 
ing itself after the launch, 
McDowell said: “We can’t 
say that it was a perfect 
launch.”q 
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Stocks slide on 3Q outlook, Asian 


JOSHUA FREED 
AP Business Writer 

Investors looked warily at 
forecasts for poor U.S. cor¬ 
porate earnings and weak¬ 
er growth in Asia and de¬ 
cided there wasn’t much 
reason to buy stocks. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average gave up 26.50 
points to close at 13,583.65 
points Monday. The Stan¬ 
dard & Poor’s 500 index fell 
5.05 points to 1,455.88 and 
the Nasdaq composite lost 
23.84 points to 3,112.35. 
Companies in the S&P 500 
index are expected to post 
an overall decline in profits 
for the first time in 11 quar¬ 
ters, according to FactSet. 
The third-quarter earnings 
season starts on Tuesday 
when aluminum maker Al¬ 
coa releases its results. 
Tuesday also marks the 
five-year anniversary of the 
record high closes of the 
Dow and the S&P 500. The 
S&P, a benchmark tracked 
by many mutual funds, is 
currently about 7 percent 
below its record high. The 
Dow is about 4 percent be¬ 
low its peak. 

Stocks have been on a 
strong run, with the Dow 
up 11 percent this year, 
the S&P 500 nearly 16 per¬ 
cent. But Asia’s slowdown, 
Europe’s problems, and 
now forecasts of weak U.S. 
corporate earnings have 
caused some investors to 
wonder whether the stock 
market has risen too far, 
too fast. 

On top of those concerns. 


some market leaders like 
Apple have been falling 
in recent days, noted Bob 
Pavlik, chief market strate¬ 
gist at Banyan Partners LLC. 
“It sort of leads folks into 
thinking, ‘Why don’t I take 
a little bit of profit off the 


table, put it away,”’ and 
maybe re-invest it if third- 
quarter results turn out to 
be higher than expected, 
he said. 

Apple closed above $700 
on Sept. 18, but has been 
declining since then. On 
Monday it fell $14.42 to 
$638.17. 

Also on Monday, the 
World Bank warned that a 
“more pronounced slow¬ 
down” is possible in China, 


the world’s second-largest 
economy. It also cut its over¬ 
all growth forecast for de¬ 
veloping countries in Asia. 
Slower growth in Asia could 
drag down the U.S. econo¬ 
my. One of the few bright 
points for the U.S. during the 


recession was tremendous 
growth in export demand 
by developing nations in 
Asia and other regions. 

While the U.S. economy isn’t 
doing badly, investors have 
been counting on growth in 
Asia for help, said Rex Mac- 
ey, chief investment officer 
at Wilmington Trust Invest¬ 
ment Advisors. “There was a 
point where we said ‘Thank 
goodness for Asia and Chi¬ 
na. Their growth can fuel 


economy 

the recovery.” That’s not 
so clear anymore, he said. 
Stocks and industries that 
depend most heavily on 
U.S. economic growth 
were among the biggest 
losers Monday. Intel fell 17 
cents to $22.51. Home De¬ 
pot fell $1.32 to $61.88 and 
Walt Disney lost 64 cents 
to $52.33. 

Wal-Mart Stores and 
American Express shares 
didn't move much after 
they announced a reload¬ 
able prepaid card with 
no recurring or overdraft 
fees. But the news ham¬ 
mered shares of prepaid 
card competitor Green 
Dot Corp., which has also 
offered a card with Wal- 
Mart. Green Dot fell $2.60, 
or 20 percent, to $10.25. 
UnitedHealth Group rose 
47 cents to $57.60 after 
the health insurer said it 
would pay $4.9 billion in 
cash to buy most of Bra¬ 
zilian health benefits and 
hospital services provider 
Amil Participacoes. 

Truck and engine maker 
Navistar rose $1.60, or 
8 percent, to $22.81 af¬ 
ter saying it will add two 
board members associat¬ 
ed with activist investors, 
heading off a proxy bat¬ 
tle. European markets also 
closed lower. France’s 
CAC-40 fell 1.5 percent, 
Germany’s DAX fell 1.4 
percent and Britain’s FTSE 
100 lost 0.5 percent. 

U.S. government bond 
trading was closed for the 
Columbus Day holiday. Q 



Oil prices fall 
after World 
Bank caution 


The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A strong 
warning from the World 
Bank that growth in Asia 
may slow further dragged 
the price of oil Monday 
to its lowest close in two 
months. 

The World Bank signaled 
the possibility of a “more 
pronounced slowdown" in 
China, the world's second 
largest economy after the 
United States. It also cut its 
growth forecast for Asia. 
Red-hot growth in emerg¬ 
ing markets like China and 
India helped boost oil con¬ 
sumption coming out of 
the global recession. 

U.S. benchmark crude fell 
55 cents to close at $89.33 
per barrel in New York. The 
contract hasn't closed low¬ 
er since Aug. 2. 

In London, Brent crude, 
which is used to price inter¬ 
national varieties of oil, fell 
20 cents to $111.82 a bar¬ 
rel. 

At the pump, U.S. gas pric¬ 
es remain stubbornly high. 
The national average for 
gasoline rose 3 cents over 
the weekend to $3,818 a 
gallon ($1 per liter). But 
Californians are now pay¬ 
ing an average of $4,668 
a gallon ($1.23 a liter), the 
highest price in the U.S., 
after a jump of 50 cents a 
gallon in the past week. 
Some motorists there are 
paying over $50 



A trader works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 
Stocks headed lower on Monday with economists growing in¬ 
creasingly pessimistic about Asia as well as expectations for a 
leaden performance from major U.S. corporations as the earnings 
season kicks off this week. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 
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BP sells Texas City refinery to Marathon Petroleum 


Etihad Airways 
partners up with 
Air France-KLM 

ADAM SCHRECK 
AP Business Writer 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — Rapidly ex¬ 
panding Gulf carrier Etihad 
Airways has agreed to joint¬ 
ly market some of its flights 
with Air France-KLM in what 
could be the beginning of 
a larger strategic alliance, 
the airlines said Monday. 
The deal for now covers 
codesharing on flights be¬ 
tween Etihad’s hub in the 
United Arab Emirates’ capi¬ 
tal Abu Dhabi and Amster¬ 
dam and Paris, as well as 
some connecting flights to 
European, Asian and Aus¬ 
tralian destinations. 
Codeshare deals, in which 
passengers can buy a 
single ticket to fly on mul¬ 
tiple airlines, are common 
in the airline industry. They 
allow carriers to expand 
their reach without having 
to launch or acquire the 
right to operate additional 
routes. 

Etihad, though, is suggest¬ 
ing the agreement may 
lead to deeper ties with the 
Franco-Dutch airline oper¬ 
ator. Its statement envisions 
the codeshares as the first 
phase of a “much larger 
strategic partnership” that 
could see the airlines team 
up on frequent flier pro¬ 
grams, and cut costs by co¬ 
operating on procurement, 
aircraft maintenance and 
repairs. 

Air France-KLM has also 
agreed to share its codes 
with Etihad partner Air 
Berlin on routes between 
France and Germany. Eti¬ 
had bought nearly 30 per¬ 
cent of Air Berlin last year 
and has been strengthen¬ 
ing business ties with the 
airline as it seeks to expand 
its reach in Europe. 

The deal comes just over 
a month after Etihad rival 
Emirates, based in nearby 
Dubai, signed a 10-year 
partnership deal with Qa- 
ntas Airways. That agree¬ 
ment calls for Qantas to 
move its hub for European 
flights from Singapore to 
Dubai and coordinate with 
Emirates on ticket prices 
and scheduling. It also 
spells the end to a long¬ 
term relationship between 
the Australian carrier and 
British Airways.Q 


JONATHAN FAHEY 

AP Energy Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — BP has 

finally found a buyer for its 
Texas City refinery, one of 
the largest and most com¬ 
plex in the U.S. 

The total value of the deal 
could reach $2.5 billion. The 
refinery was the scene in 
2005 of a fatal fire and ex¬ 
plosion. 

Marathon Petroleum Corp. 


TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — General 
Motors plans to hire up to 
1,500 workers to staff a new 
computer technology cen¬ 
ter outside Detroit. 

It is part of a move to bring 
90 percent of information 
technology in-house, which 
GM believes will make the 
company more nimble 
and efficient. The carmak¬ 
er plans to hire 10,000 peo¬ 
ple at four new technology 
centers in the next three 
to five years. The centers 
will help get breakthrough 
ideas into the company’s 
cars and trucks, GM says. 
Last month the company 
announced it would hire 
500 people for a center in 
Austin, Texas. The remain¬ 
ing two sites haven't been 
announced. 

The hiring reverses a trend 
toward outsourcing com¬ 
puter jobs at GM. But 
spokeswoman Julie Hus¬ 
ton-Rough said most car- 
makers strike a balance 


TOM MURPHY 
AP Business Writer 

UnitedHealth Group Inc. will 
spend about $4.9 billion to 
buy a majority stake in Bra¬ 
zilian health benefits and 
care provider Amil Partici- 
pacoes SA, as the largest 
U.S. health insurer leaps into 
an international market it 
says is primed for growth. 
UnitedHealth, based in Min¬ 
netonka, Minnesota, said 
Monday that the deal gives 
it better access to a coun¬ 
try of 200 million people 
where only 25 percent of 
the population is covered 


will pay only $598 million for 
the refinery itself and other 
nearby pipelines and fuel 
terminals. It will pay $1.2 
billion for the plant’s inven¬ 
tory of oil and petroleum 
products. Marathon may 
have to pay another $700 
million over 6 years if cer¬ 
tain unspecified conditions 
are met, the company said 
Monday. BP PLC been try¬ 
ing to sell refining and other 


between doing computer 
work in the company and 
hiring outside firms. 

The company is recruiting 


on college campuses and 
local information tech¬ 
nology job fairs. It's look- 


by private health insur¬ 
ance. In contrast, about 78 
percent of the U.S. market 
has private health benefits, 
as opposed to government 
coverage like Medicaid or 
Medicare. Amil Participa- 
coes is the largest health 
insurer in Brazil, with a net¬ 
work of providers that in¬ 
cludes 3,300 hospitals and 
44,000 doctors. In addition, 
it also owns 22 hospitals and 
about 50 clinics, with most 
of its business is concentrat¬ 
ed in the country’s two larg¬ 
est cities, Sao Paulo and Rio 
de Janeiro. The company 


assets to help cover costs 
associated with the 2010 
Deepwater Horizon explo¬ 
sion and oil spill. Since 2010, 
BP has agreed to sell $35 
billion worth of assets, and 
the company expects that 
to rise to $38 billion by next 
year. The Texas City refin¬ 
ery has a troubled history. 
The 2005 explosion killed 15 
workers and injured nearly 
200 others. In 2009 more 


ing for people to fill jobs 
in software development, 
database management, 
project management and 


business analysis. 

New Chief Information Of¬ 
ficer Randy Mott wants 


reported $4.45 billion in rev¬ 
enue last year. 

UnitedHealth said Brazil, 
which has the world’s sixth 
largest economy, is promot¬ 
ing private sector care to re¬ 
lieve pressure on its publicly 
funded system. The number 
of people covered by pri¬ 
vate health insurance has 
climbed 35 percent since 
2005 to nearly 48 million last 
year. “Its growing econo¬ 
my, emerging middle class 
and progressive policies to¬ 
ward managed care make 
it a high potential growth 
market,” UnitedHealth CEO 


than 700 violations were 
discovered at the plant 
by government inspectors. 
The company has paid 
more than $2 billion to set¬ 
tle lawsuits and fines stem¬ 
ming from the explosion. It 
also has spent more than 
$1 billion on safety and in¬ 
frastructure improvements 
and another $500 million 
to make fixes under a 2010 
agreement with OSHAO 


more people in the com¬ 
pany working on develop¬ 
ment and innovation, and 
integrating the tasks into 
GM’s day-to-day business, 
Huston-Rough said. 

The new computer center 
in Michigan will be housed 
on the grounds of GM’s 
technical center in Warren, 
north of Detroit. 

Michigan Gov. Rick Sny¬ 
der said in a news release 
that this is the first of three 
announcements GM will 
make about jobs in Michi¬ 
gan. The company plans to 
add 2,000 positions and in¬ 
vest up to $300 million in the 
state. Huston-Rough said 
she did not know about 
additional jobs beyond the 
computer technology cen¬ 
ter. 

The four new technology 
centers are separate from 
a GM plan under way to 
consolidate 23 global data 
centers into two. The con¬ 
solidation aims to cut costs 
and increase speed and 
efficiency. □ 


Stephen J. Hemsley said in 
a statement. 

UnitedHealth currently op¬ 
erates in 70 countries, and 
its services include expatri¬ 
ate coverage for people 
living outside their home 
countries. But company 
spokesman Don Nathan 
said it had only a “very 
small” presence in Brazil be¬ 
fore this deal. UnitedHealth 
will pay cash for about 90 
percent of the outstand¬ 
ing shares of Amil Participa- 
coes SA, and it has an op¬ 
tion to buy the remaining 10 
percent after five yearsO 


GM hiring 1,500 new staff near Detroit 


UnitedHealth plans overseas growth with $4.9B deal 



A sign stands outside Oshawa’s General Motors car assembly 
plant in Oshawa, Ontario. General Motors said Monday, Oct. 8, 
2012, it will hire as many as 1,500 workers to staff a new computer 
technology center in the Detroit suburb of Warren, Mich. GM is 
shifting computer work into the company from outside firms and 
plans to open four new technology centers in the U.S. Last month 
the company announced it would hire 500 people for a center 
in Austin, Texas. 

(AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) 
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Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Unsightly 
growth 
5 Pierces 
10 Boston _ 
chowder 

14 Again 

15 Aviator 

16 Tramp 

17 Ignoramus 

18 Licoricelike 
flavoring 

19 In the sack 

20 Sudden 
22 Pollywog 

24 Type; sort 

25 Local small 
town resident 

26 Chopped-down 
tree remains 

29 Two and eight 

30 Leg bone 

34 Melody 

35 Sheep’s cry 

36 Actress Annette 

37 Major TV 
network 

38 Funeral 
attendee 

40 Athlete Fouts 

41 Actor Grammer 

43 Old horse 

44 Trait transmitter 

45 Build 

46 Title for House 
members: abbr. 

47 Wyman and 
Seymour 

48 Rowed 

50 Unhappy 

51 Baltimore team 
54 Listless; dull 

58 Nincompoop 

59 Fibromyalgia 
symptoms 

61 Sicilian volcano 

62 British peer 

63 Destroys 

64 20th-century 
U.S. president 

65 Night twinkler 

66 Sloppy 

67 Oxford or loafer 

DOWN 

1 Stream bed 

2 Shortly 

3 Communists 


4 Betray, as a 
lover 

5 Punish 

6 Slight coloring 

7 Muhammad _ 

8 Capital of 
Massachusetts 

9 T-bone, for one 

10 Silent film star 
Charlie _ 

11 Gray wolf 

12 Cain’s brother 

13 Pie a la_ 

21 Mont Blanc, for 
one 

23 Discourage 

25 Longed 

26 At _; being 
risked 

27 Yam or potato 

28 _ Sam; U.S. 
government 

29 Greek “T” 

31 VP Joe _ 

32 Ridiculous 

33 Ms. Moorehead 

35 Lad 

36 Plead 

38 Copper or tin 


39 Siesta 
42 Child’s vehicle 
44 Gizmos 

46 Save from 
danger 

47 Winter month: 
abbr. 

49 Provide with 
fresh weapons 


50 Impudent 

51 Likelihood 

52 Drive out 

53 Actress Chase 

54 Camera’s eye 

55 “Beehive State” 

56 News, for short 

57 Palm tree fruit 
60 _ and hers 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































CLASSIFIED IE 


Tuesday, October 9, 2012 


Nobel awarded for stem cell, early cloning work 


KARL RITTER 
Associated Press 
MALCOLM RITTER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Two sci¬ 
entists from different gener¬ 
ations won the Nobel Prize 
in medicine Monday for the 
groundbreaking discov¬ 
ery that cells in the body 
can be reprogrammed 
into completely different 
kinds, work that reflects the 
mechanism behind cloning 
and offers an alternative to 
using embryonic stem cells. 
The work of British research¬ 
er John Gurdon and Japa¬ 
nese scientist Shinya Ya- 
manaka — who was born 
the year Gurdon made his 
discovery — holds hope for 
treating diseases like Par¬ 
kinson’s and diabetes by 
growing customized tissue 
for transplant. 

And it has spurred a new 
generation of laboratory 
studies into other illnesses, 
including schizophrenia, 
which may lead to new 
treatments. 

Basically, Gurdon, 79, and 
Yamanaka, 50, showed 
how to make the equiva¬ 
lent of embryonic stem 
cells without the ethical 
questions those very ver¬ 
satile cells pose, a promise 
scientists are now scram¬ 
bling to fulfill. 

Once created, these 
“blank slate" cells can be 
nudged toward develop¬ 
ing into other cell types. 
Skin cells can ultimately be 
transformed into brain cells, 
for example. 

Just last week, scientists 
reported turning skin cells 
from mice into eggs that 
produced baby mice, a 
possible step toward new 
fertility treatments. 

Gurdon and Yamanaka 
performed “courageous 
experiments" that chal¬ 
lenged scientific opinion, 
said Doug Melton, co-di- 
rector of the Harvard Stem 
Cell Institute. 

“Their work shows ... that 
while cells might be spe¬ 
cialized to do one thing, 
they have the potential 
to do something else,” 
Melton said. It “really lays 
the groundwork for all the 
excitement about stem cell 
biology.” 

Another Harvard stem cell 
researcher, Dr. George 


Daley said, “I don’t think 
anybody is surprised” by 
the award announce¬ 
ment. “The fact that these 
two share it together is in¬ 


spired.” 

In announcing the $1.2 mil¬ 
lion award, the Nobel com¬ 
mittee at Stockholm’s Karo- 
linska Institute said the work 
has “revolutionized our un¬ 
derstanding of how cells 
and organisms develop.” 
Gurdon showed in 1962 
that DNA from specialized 
cells of tadpoles, like skin 


or intestinal cells, could be 
used to clone more tad¬ 
poles. In 1997, the same 
process led to the cloning 
of Dolly the sheep, showing 


it would also work in mam¬ 
mals. 

Gurdon told reporters in 
London that at the time 
of his discovery, it had “no 
obvious therapeutic ben¬ 
efit at all. ... It was almost 
50 years before the value 
— the potential value — 
of that basic scientific re¬ 
search came to light." 


Forty-four years after Gur- 
don’s discovery, in 2006, 
Yamanaka and his team 
moved beyond tadpoles. 
They showed that a surpris¬ 
ingly simple recipe could 
turn mouse skin cells back 
into primitive cells, which in 
turn could be prodded into 
different kinds of mature 
cells. 

The work was later repeat¬ 
ed with human cells. 

In theory those primitive 
cells are “blank slates” — 
like embryonic stem cells 
that can be turned into any 
cell in the body. 

Turning a skin cell into a 
stem cell takes weeks in a 
lab. Scientists introduce two 
to four genes that turn the 
cell's own genes on and 
off. It’s a little like reboot¬ 
ing a computer, changing 
the cell from running the 
collection of genes that 
make it a skin cell into using 
another set that make it a 
stem cell. □ 



FOR SALE 

Casa del Marwk 40 
Presidential Suite unit 1423 
ocean front 2 bedroom 2 baths 
lifetime deed 

call Jim Whelan c-203-910-7333 
on Island till Friday 
home #203-755-6062 
Casa del Mar Tel. 582-7000 
Price $8,500.00 


FOR SALE 

Casa del Mar, Presidential Suites 
1201 and 1221, wks 41+42 for 
$7500 perwk, negotiable! 

In Aruba contact: 661-7636 
in USA 860-621-4852 

197170 


Salon & Spa / Special 

Manic & Pedicure $30 
Relax massage (60 min) $45 
Facial $45 

and much more... posibility to pick 
up!! 

Bella Vista Salon & Spa 

Seroe Patrishi 43-A 

Call now 583-7338/737-1408 

197187 

FOR RENT 

Time Shares wk 40, 

10/6 to 10/13 

Aruba Beach Club Rm128, 
sleeps 4,2 queen beds recently 
remodeled, low mfees $461 below 
mkt price $3950 
Local cel. 565-9394 till 10/6 
E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 

197173 


Tel: §02-0697 / SSS-7404 
Scotland str 70 



your Stay 



L^LLility Apjrtmcnfs 

"SfikJiG A Loft <*pTs. 'Fully Furnished 

/ Airr.o / CnhPr TV ft 5wimnupV^ PmI 

Lwj than 1 f rwn Eagle Beach i 4 large 5 '-periwketj 
F«l free tG contact or visit us. 

Won - Fri; Bora 7pm. Sot A Stin: 



Ontu^| 

Best & Solid Real Estate 


Safir 1 

Location - Location - Location! 

Brand new, 3 bedroom home 
with apartment, built on 
7.139 sft of land. 

The property comes with 
100% fencing, bomanite 
terraces, kitchen appliances, 
surround system,gazebo, 
swimming pool, landscaped 
garden. This property is 
available right away! 


US$502,810,- 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 



In this Monday, Oct. 8, 2012 photo combo, British scientist John 
Gurdon, left, speaks in London, and Japanese scientist Shinya 
Yamanaka, right, speaks in Kyoto after they were named win¬ 
ners of the 2012 Nobel Prize in medicine for discovering that ma¬ 
ture, specialized cells of the body can be reprogrammed into 
stem cells — a discovery that scientists hope to turn into new 
treatments. 

(AP Photo/Matt Dunham, left; Kyodo News, right) 


DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 



^ ORANJESTAD 

\ 

?■ 

1 

9 October 

Dr. John Croes 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Sta. Cruz Tel: 585-8028 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 



Emergency 

Numbers 

Emergency 





911 


OlES* 1 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 


Services 


Information 

Setar 

Taxi 

Taxi- Tas 
Profesional Taxi 
Taxi D.T.S. 
Service Aruba 


118 

582-5151 

582- 2116 

587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 

583- 3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



Oct. 9 Crown Princess 


Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 
Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

InselAir Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Skydiver eyes record-breaking jump over U.S. 



In a photo provided by Red Bull pilot Felix Baumgartner of Austria, sits in his capsule during the 
preparations for the final manned flight of the Red Bull Stratos mission in Roswell, N.M. on Saturday, 
Oct. 6, 2012. 

Associated Press 



In a photo provided by Red Bull, pilot Felix Baumgartner of 
Austria,sits in his capsule during the preparation for the final 
manned flight of Red Bull Stratos in Roswell, N.M. on Saturday, 
Oct. 6, 2012. 

Associated Press 


JERI CLAUSING 
Associated Press 
ROSWELL, New Mexico 
(AP) — Austrian skydiver 
and extreme athlete Fe¬ 
lix Baumgartner hopes to 
take the leap of his life on 
Tuesday, attempting the 
highest, fastest free fall in 
history. 

If he survives, the man 
dubbed “Fearless Felix” 
could be the first skydiver 
to break the sound barrier. 
If he doesn’t, a tragic fall 
could be live-streamed on 
the Internet for the world 
to see.The 43-year-old for¬ 
mer military parachutist is 
scheduled to jump from a 
balloon-hoisted capsule 
23 miles above Roswell on 
Tuesday morning. 

Fie wants to break the re¬ 
cord set in 1960 by Joe Kit- 
tinger, who jumped from 
an open gondola at an 
altitude of 19.5 miles. Kit- 
tinger’s speed of 614 mph 
was just shy of breaking 
the sound barrier at that 
height. 

Baumgartner, who has 
been preparing for the 
jump for five years, has 
made two practice runs 
from the Roswell area, from 
15 miles high in March and 
18 miles in July. 

And while he and his team 
of experts recognize the 
worst-case scenarios — in¬ 
cluding “boiling” blood 
and exploding lungs — 


they have confidence in 
their built-in solutions. Those 
solutions are something 
NASA is watching closely. 
The space agency is inter¬ 
ested in the potential for 
escape systems on future 
rocket ships. 

Baumgartner's top medi¬ 
cal man is Dr. Jonathan 
Clark, a former NASA flight 
surgeon whose wife, astro¬ 
naut Laurel Clark, died in 
the space shuttle Colum¬ 
bia accident in 2003. Clark 
is dedicated to improving 
astronauts' chances of sur¬ 
vival in a high-altitude di¬ 
saster. 

The No. 1 fear is a breach of 
Baumgartner's suit, which 
could cause potentially le¬ 


thal bubbles to form in his 
bodily fluids, a condition 
known as boiling blood. 
There are also risks he could 
spin out of control, causing 
other problems. 

This death-defying venture 
is being sponsored by en¬ 
ergy drink maker. Red Bull, 
which has funded other ex¬ 
treme athletic events. The 
project's team of experts 
has a plan for almost every 
contingency. The spacesuit 
and capsule were tested in 


the early skydiving practice 
runs. The company won't 
say how much the project, 
called Stratos for strato¬ 
sphere, is costing. 

The organizers say there 
are some 30 video and 
still cameras to record the 
jump, including five at¬ 
tached to Baumgartner's 
pressure suit, along with 
cameras from the capsule, 
on the ground and a heli¬ 
copter. Red Bull has been 
promoting a live Internet 


stream of the event at 
http://www.redbullstratos. 
com/live, from all cameras 
except those on Baumgart¬ 
ner's body. But organizers 
said there will be a 20-sec- 
ond delay in their broad¬ 
cast of footage in case of 
a tragic accident. 

But whether Baumgartner 
can make what he vows 
will be his final jump de¬ 
pends on the weather. A 
cold front that brought 
winds to the area this week¬ 
end prompted the team to 
move the planned Mon¬ 
day jump to Tuesday. 
Baumgartner's team re¬ 
mained optimistic about 
getting the mission off the 
ground. “From what we 
are looking at so far, we 
are on schedule (for Tues¬ 
day),” meteorologist Don 
Day said at a media brief¬ 
ing Sunday.Weather per¬ 
mitting, Baumgartner will 
be lifted into the strato¬ 
sphere around 7 a.m. MDT 
by a helium balloon that 
will stretch 55 stories high. 
Once he reaches his target 
altitude, he will open the 
hatch of his capsule and 
make a gentle, bunny-style 
jump. Any contact with the 
capsule on his exit could 
break open the pressurized 
suit that will protect him 
from temperatures as low 
as minus 70 and a lack of 
oxygen. Fie hopes to reach 
a speed of 690 mph to 
break the sound barrier. 
Baumgartner, who has 
made more than 2,500 
jumps from planes, heli¬ 
copters, landmarks and 
skyscrapers over the past 
25 years, promises this jump 
will be his last. 

Fie says he plans to settle 
down with his girlfriend and 
fly helicopters on moun¬ 
tain rescue and firefight¬ 
ing missions in the U.S. and 
Austria. □ 
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Brooks, Yearwood hail Songwriters Hall inductees 



Trisha Yearwood is accompanied by her husband. Garth Brooks, 
as she sings “Wind Beneath My Wings,” a song written by Larry 
Henley, as Henley is inducted into the Nashville Songwriters Hall 
of Fame on Sunday, Oct. 7, 2012, in Nashville, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


CHRIS TALBOTT 
AP Music Writer 
NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 

— Kim Williams hesitated 
only slightly when asked 
who he thinks has been the 
best interpreter of his songs 
before the start of the Nas- 
vhille Songwriters Hall of 
Fame induction ceremony. 
“That’s tough, but I’d say 
it would have to be Garth 
Brooks because 
I wrote them with him,” Wil¬ 
liams said. “He was part 
of the songs, too, before 
he sang them. We had so 
much fun writing together.” 
They had a load of fun to¬ 
gether Sunday night, too. 
Brooks and his wife Trisha 
Yearwood were on hand to 
help celebrate this year’s 
inductees — Williams, Tony 
Arata, Mary Chapin Car¬ 
penter and Larry Henley. 
Brooks saluted Williams and 
Arata, while Yearwood 
paid tribute to Carpenter 
and Henley, the writer of 


WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP) — Call it hobbit fever. 
New Zealand’s capital is 
preparing for the world pre¬ 
miere of the opening film 
in “The Hobbit” trilogy by 
showcasing an artisan fes¬ 
tival selling all manner of 
small-folk paraphernalia, 
laying a red carpet that will 
extend 500 yards through 


the enduring hit “The Wind 
Beneath My Wings.” 

“Over 200 artists have re¬ 
corded ‘The Wind Beneath 
My Wings,’ so it’s kind of 


central Wellington and 
even renaming the city it¬ 
self after the trilogy’s fiction¬ 
al setting of Middle-earth. 
Wellington is planning to 
spend 1.1 million New Zea¬ 
land dollars ($900,000) to 
mark the Nov. 28 premiere 
of “The Hobbit: An Unex¬ 
pected Journey" at the 
Embassy Theatre. □ 


how do you do a new 
twist?” Yearwood said be¬ 
fore the ceremony. “And 
with Chapin, I’ve just known 
her a long, long time, so it 

Danny 

DeVito, 

Rhea 

Perlman 

split 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Dan¬ 
ny DeVito and Rhea Perl¬ 
man are breaking up. 

A spokesman for DeVito 
says the couple is separat¬ 
ing after 30 years of mar¬ 
riage. Publicist Stan Rosen- 
field offered no other de¬ 
tails. 

DeVito and Perlman mar¬ 
ried in 1982 and have three 
adult children. The couple 
worked together on TV's 
“Taxi” from 1978 to 1982. 
Together, the couple es¬ 
tablished the production 
company Jersey Films, 
which counts “Pulp Fic¬ 
tion,” “’Erin Brockovich” 
and “Out of Sight” among 
its credits. 

DeVito stars in TV’s “It’s 
Always Sunny in Phila¬ 
delphia." Perlman is best 
known for her long-running 
role on “Cheers. ”□ 


was a no-brainer when she 
asked me. It’s the Garth 
and Trisha show and we're 
just going to have a good 
time.” 

Brooks sang “New Way To 
Fly,” "Papa Loved Mama” 
and “Three Wooden Cross¬ 
es” to Williams during a 
moving and hilarious in¬ 
duction speech, then sang 
Arata’s “The Dance." The 
appearance comes a year 
after Brooks' own induc¬ 
tion. 

“I cried the whole time and 
I’m going to cry all night 
tonight, too, but now it's 
for one of your brothers,” 
Brooks said. “I think I’m 
more excited for Kim and 
Tony going in. For me it's 
long overdue. 

I was thinking about Kent 
Blazy, and I wonder where 
his face is. I think it’s only 
a matter of time for him, 
too. These are the guys I 
grew up with. They moved 
here at the same time and 


we’re all brothers.” 

Marc Cohn also helped 
pay tribute to Carpen¬ 
ter, who noted she’s just 
the 14th female inductee 
among 188 hall of fame 
members. 

“And that feels like an 
honor in and of itself,” Car¬ 
penter said beforehand. “I 
know that I stand on a lot of 
shoulders just to get to this 
place. I’m just so happy.” 
The Nashville Songwriters 
Association International 
also gave out its yearly 
songwriting awards. Taylor 
Swift won the songwriter/ 
artist of the year award for 
the fifth time in six years and 
remains at 22 that award’s 
youngest winner. Dal¬ 
las Davidson was named 
songwriter of the year. 

And Dolly Parton's endur¬ 
ing hit “I Will Always Love 
You," which reached No. 
1 again this year after Whit¬ 
ney Houston’s death, was 
named song of the year.Q 



This Oct. 29, 2008 file photo shows actors Danny Devito, left, and 
Rhea Perlman attending the opening night of the 23rd Annual 
Israel Film Festival at the Ziegfeld Theatre in New York. 

Associated Press 


Welcome to Wellington, NZ 
make that Middle-earth 



This graphic released Monday, Oct. 8, 2012 by Wellington City 
Council shows a logo designed by Daniel Reeve, an artist who 
worked on the cartography and calligraphy for “The Hobbit” tril¬ 
ogy. 

Associated Press 
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In this May 25, 2010 publicity image released by Discovery 
Channel adventurer Bear Grylls is shown at Mount Borradaile in 
Australia’s north-western Arnhemland during filming of the series, 
“Man vs. Wild.” 

Associated Press 


Bear Grylls making 
competition series for NBC 


NEW YORK (AP) — Bear 
Grylls will soon have some 
company on his in-the-wild 
adventures. 

NBC said Monday that it is 
making a competition se¬ 
ries with Grylls. 

He is the former star of Dis¬ 
covery’s “Man vs. Wild” se¬ 
ries that tested his survival 
skills in foreboding settings 
The NBC series, “Get Out 
Alive,” is planned for airing 
next summer. 

In it, Grylls will guide two 
teams in adventures. He 
says competitors will learn 
survival skills and teamwork 
but will have to suffer some 
pain before being reward¬ 
ed in the end. 

Grylls is co-producing the 
series with Electus, the 
studio run by former NBC 
entertainment chief Ben 
Silverman.q 

CNN starting film unit 

NEW YORK (AP) — CNN 
says it is starting a new unit 
to make feature-length 
documentaries to show 
both on television and in 
movies theaters. 

Its first project, “Girl Rising,” 
tells the story of several 
girls fighting tough odds 
to achieve their dreams. 
It features voiceovers by 
Meryl Streep, Anne Ha¬ 
thaway, Kerry Washington 
and Selena Gomez. Rich¬ 
ard Robbins, who made 
the wartime documentary 
“Operation Homecoming,” 
will direct it. 


CNN said Monday that 
“Girl Rising” will premiere 
next spring. 

The network, which is 
searching for ideas to turn 
around flagging ratings, 
said the films will air several 
times on CNN and be ac¬ 
companied by on-air dis¬ 
cussions. 

Girls’ star Lena Dunham 

gets 7-figure book deal 

NEW YORK (AP) — “Girls” 
creator Lena Dunham has 
a seven-figure book deal 
with Random House. 

The 26-year-old Dunham, 
who received Emmy nomi¬ 
nations as producer, di¬ 
rector, writer and actor for 
the HBO comedy, has an 
agreement for the essay 
collection “Not That Kind of 
Girl: A Young Woman Tells 
You What She's Learned.” 
“In the tradition of Helen 
Gurley Brown, David Se- 
daris and Nora Ephron, 
Dunham's book will offer 
frank and funny advice on 
everything from sex to eat¬ 
ing to traveling to work,” 
Random House said in an 
announcement Monday. 
Dunham said in statement 
that she was eager “to pro¬ 
duce the most thoughtful 
and personal book” she 
could. 

Random House spokes¬ 
woman Theresa Zoro said 
that no publication date 
has been set. 

Numerous publishers bid for 
the book. □ 



This film image released by DreamWorks Animation shows the character Jamie, voiced by Dakota 
Goyo, left, as he awakens to find The Guardians, from second left. Tooth, voiced by Isla Fisher, Jack 
Frost, voiced by Chris Pine, North, voiced by Alec Baldwin, Sandman, and Bunnymund, voiced by 
Hugh Jackman in a scene from “Rise of the Guardians.” The 3-D computer-generated fantasy tale 
is based on William Joyce’s book series, “The Guardians of Childhood.” 
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Dreaming up Sandman 
for ‘Rise of the Guardians’ 


DERRIK J. LANG 
AP Entertainment Writer 
GLENDALE, Calif. (AP) — 

Within the dimly lit halls of 
DreamWorks Animation, 
past the character sketch¬ 
es lining the walls, inside 
the eccentrically decorat¬ 
ed cubicles and offices is 
where a group of design¬ 
ers, animators and special 
effects gurus have spent 
the past four years bringing 
life to the Sandman. 

The dream-inducing folk- 
loric figure, whose roots 
sprouted from European 
fairytales, is among the im¬ 
mortal icons featured in 
the 3-D computer-gener¬ 
ated fantasy tale “Rise of 
the Guardians," based on 
William Joyce's charming 
book series, “The Guardians 
of Childhood.” 

The bubbly Buddha-like 
appearance of the film’s 
Sandman, is remarkably 
faithful to Joyce’s illustra¬ 
tions. Yet creating a three- 
dimensional, wispy-haired 
Sandman with oh-so-mag- 
ical powers provided sev¬ 
eral technical challenges 
that many of DreamWorks’ 
animation pros had never 
tackled. 

“He is a very different kind 
of character,” said pro¬ 
duction designer Patrick 
Hanenberger of the char¬ 


acter probably best known 
from Pat Ballard’s timeless 
1954 song. “He is short. He 
is round. His body looks like 
it is made out of marzipan, 
and his hair looks like cotton 
candy. He is not someone 
who looks like he is as pow¬ 
erful as he is in our story, but 
he is the most magical of 
all the Guardians — and he 
does not speak.” 

“Rise of the Guardians,” 
which premieres Wednes¬ 
day at the Mill Valley Film 
Festival near San Francisco 
and is set to debut nation¬ 
wide Nov. 21, centers on a 
carefree Jack Frost (voiced 
by Chris Pine) joining an 
Avengers-style team of 
mythical figures who work 
together to protect the 
world’s children with their 
assortment of powers and 
gadgets. 

Frost can command win¬ 
ter/ elements with a magi¬ 
cal staff, but he’s invisible to 
everyone else in the world 
except the other Guard¬ 
ians. He teams up with a 
mighty Santa Claus (Alec 
Baldwin) covered in tat¬ 
toos, a speedy Easter Bun¬ 
ny (Hugh Jackman) with 
a chip on his shoulder, an 
overly enthusiastic birdlike 
Tooth Fairy (Isla Fisher) and 
the silly Sandman. 

When it came to convey 


Sandman’s personality, 
the heavy lifting fell to the 
animators and effects gu¬ 
rus because the character 
stays totally quiet. He com¬ 
municates only through fa¬ 
cial expressions and body 
language, as well as with 
his nifty ability to craft im¬ 
agery out of sand. (For ex¬ 
ample, when he’s puzzled, 
a sandy question mark un¬ 
ravels over his noggin.) 
Instead of launching head¬ 
first into production, the 
filmmakers spent several 
months simply conceptual¬ 
izing the Guardians, pay¬ 
ing particular attention to 
the amorphous Sandman. 
How would he look? What 
are his powers? How would 
he move? Gabe Hordos, 
the film’s head of charac¬ 
ter animation, thought the 
extra time in the sand box 
ended up being a dream. 
“We often get stuck with 
this problem where, as ani¬ 
mators come on, we have 
many ideas that kind of 
pollute the main idea,” he 
said. “Because we had nine 
months before we started 
production, we were able 
to iron stuff down, so once 
we started, we had a great 
idea about the characters. 
They changed a little less, 
and we played their arcs 
more subtly.” □ 
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The Cancer Lobby I ” 



Don’t Mess With Big Bird 



NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
© 2012 New York Times 

Who knew that carcinogens 
had their own lobby in Wash¬ 
ington? 

Don’t believe me? Just con¬ 
sider formaldehyde, which is 
found in everything from nail 
polish to kitchen countertops, 
fabric softeners to carpets. 
Largely because of its use in 
building materials, we breathe 
formaldehyde fumes when 
we’re inside our homes. 

Just one other fact you should 
know: According to govern¬ 
ment scientists, it causes can¬ 
cer. 

The chemical industry is work¬ 
ing frantically to suppress that 
scientific consensus - because 
it fears “public confusion.” Big 
Chem apparently worries that 
you might be confused if you 
learned that formaldehyde 
caused cancer of the nose 
and throat, and perhaps leuke¬ 
mia as well. 

The industry’s strategy is to lob¬ 
by Congress to cut off money 
for the Report on Carcino¬ 
gens, a 500-page consensus 
document published every two 
years by the National Institutes 
of Health, containing the best 
information about what agents 
cause cancer. If that sounds 
like shooting the messenger, 
well, it is. 

“The way the free market is sup¬ 
posed to work is that you have 
information,” said Lynn Gold¬ 
man, dean of the school of 
public health at George Wash¬ 
ington University. “They’re trying 
to squelch that information.” 
The larger issue is whether the 
federal government should be 
a watchdog for public health, 
or a lap dog for industry. When 
Mitt Romney denounces Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama for exces¬ 
sive regulation, these are the 
kinds of issues at stake. 
“Formaldehyde is known to 
be a human carcinogen,” de¬ 
clared the most recent Report 
on Carcinogens, published in 
2011. Previous editions had list¬ 
ed it only as a suspected car¬ 
cinogen, but the newer report, 
citing many studies of human 
and animal exposure to formal¬ 
dehyde, made the case that it 
was time to stop equivocating. 
The chemical industry was out¬ 


raged, because it sells lots of 
formaldehyde that ends up in 
people’s homes, often without 
their knowledge. 

“Nearly all homes had formal¬ 
dehyde concentrations that 
exceeded guidelines for can¬ 
cer and chronic irritation,” ac¬ 
cording to a 2009 survey by the 
California Energy Commission. 
The Report on Carcinogens 
also offended the chemical in¬ 
dustry by listing styrene for the 
first time as “reasonably an¬ 
ticipated to be a carcinogen.” 
Styrene, which goes into ev¬ 
erything from boats to shower 
stalls, is mostly a risk to those 
who work in factories where it 
is used, so it’s less of an issue for 
the general public. 

The chemical industry is repre¬ 
sented in Washington by the 
American Chemistry Coun¬ 
cil, which is the lobbying front 
for chemical giants like Exxon 
Mobil, Dow, BASF and DuPont. 
Those companies should un¬ 
derstand that they risk their 
reputations when they toy with 
human lives. 

The American Chemistry Coun¬ 
cil first got its pals in Congress 
to order a $1 million follow-up 
study on formaldehyde and 
styrene. Then it demanded, 
through a provision drafted by 
Rep. Denny Rehberg, R-Mont., 
that no money be spent on an¬ 
other Report on Carcinogens 
until the follow-up was com¬ 
pleted - meaning a four-year 
delay until the next report. Stay 
tuned for an industry effort to 
slip some such provision into the 
next budget legislation. 

Let’s be clear. There is uncer¬ 
tainty about toxic chemicals, 
and it is perfectly legitimate to 
criticize the Report on Carcino¬ 
gens. But this effort to defund 
the report is an insult to science 
and democracy alike. 

Barbara K. Rimer, the chair¬ 
woman of the President’s Can¬ 
cer Panel, told me that there 
might be ways to improve the 
Report on Carcinogens but 
that it would be wrong to cut 
off money for it. “Without this 
program, there would be a 
gap in the protection of the 
public,” she said. 

Last month, 76 scientists wrote 
a joint letter to Congress noting 
that the World Health Organi¬ 
zation also listed formaldehyde 
as a known carcinogen, and 
styrene as a possible carcino¬ 
gen. They defended the Report 
on Carcinogens as “consistent 
with international scientific con¬ 
sensus.” 

“The American Chemistry 
Council is working to delay and 
ultimately destroy” the Report 
on Carcinogens, the scientists 
wrote. 

The chemical council declined 
to speak to me on the record. It 
has a long record of obfusca¬ 
tion, borrowing the same strat¬ 
egies that the tobacco indus¬ 
try used to delay regulation of 
cigarettes. □ 



CHARLES M. BLOW 
© 2012 New York Times 

Mitt Romney’s Big Bird swipe 
during Wednesday’s debate 
raised some hackles: PBS’, 
many on social media and 
mine. 

Romney told the debate mod¬ 
erator, Jim Lehrer: 

“I’m sorry, Jim. I’m going to stop 
the subsidy to PBS. I’m going to 
stop other things. I like PBS. I 
love Big Bird. I actually like you, 
too. But I’m not going to - I’m 
not going to keep on spend¬ 
ing money on things to borrow 
money from China to pay for 
it.” 

Those are fighting words. 

Social media, and others, ex¬ 
ploded in Big Bird’s defense. 

PBS itself issued a tersely word¬ 
ed statement Thursday, saying: 
“Governor Romney does not 
understand the value the 
American people place on 
public broadcasting and the 
outstanding return on invest¬ 
ment the system delivers to our 
nation. We think it is important 
to set the record straight and 
let the facts speak for them¬ 
selves.” 

Exactly! What they said! 

Big Bird is the man. He’s 8 feet 
tall. He can sing and rollerskate 
and ride a unicycle and dance. 
Can you do that, Mr. Romney? 
I’m not talking about your fox 
trot away from the facts. I’m 
talking about real dancing. 
Since 1969, Big Bird has been 


the king of the block on “Sesa¬ 
me Street.” When I was a child, 
he and his friends taught me 
the alphabet and the colors 
and how to do simple math. 

Do you know how to do simple 
math, Mr. Romney? Maybe you 
and the Countess Von Back¬ 
ward could exchange num¬ 
bers. 

Big Bird and his friends also 
showed me what it meant to 
resolve conflicts with kindness 
and accept people’s differ¬ 
ences and look out for the less 
fortunate. Do you know any¬ 
thing about looking out for the 
less fortunate, Mr. Romney? Or 
do you think they’re all grouch¬ 
es scrounging around in trash 
cans? 

I know that you told Fox News 
this past week that you were 
“completely wrong” for mak¬ 
ing that now infamous 47 per¬ 
cent comment, but probably 
only after you realized that it 
was a drag on your poll num¬ 
bers. Your initial response was 
to defend it as “inelegantly 
stated” but essentially correct. 
That’s not good, sir. Character 
matters. Big Bird wouldn’t have 
played it that way. Do you re¬ 
ally believe that Pennsylvania 
Avenue is that far away from 
Sesame Street? It shouldn’t be. 
Let me make it simple for you, 
Mr. Romney. I’m down with Big 
Bird. You pick on him, you an¬ 
swer to me. 

And, for me, it’s bigger than Big 
Bird. It’s almost impossible to 
overstate how instrumental PBS 
has been in my development 
and instruction. 

We were poor. My mother 
couldn’t afford day care, and 
I didn’t go to preschool. My 
great-uncle took care of me all 
day. I could watch one hour of 
television: PBS. 

When I was preparing for col¬ 
lege and took the ACT, there 
were harder reading passages 
toward the back of the test. 
Many had scientific themes - 


themes we hadn’t covered at 
my tiny high school in my rural 
town. But I could follow the 
passages’ meanings because I 
had watched innumerable na¬ 
ture shows on PBS. 

I never went to art or design 
school. In college, I was an 
English major before switching 
to mass communications. Still, I 
went on to become the design 
director of The New York Times 
and the art director of National 
Geographic magazine. 

That was, in part, because I had 
a natural gift for it (thanks mom 
and dad and whatever gods 
there may be), but it’s also 
because I spent endless hours 
watching art programs on PBS. 
(Bob Ross, with his awesome 
Afro, snow-capped mountains 
and “magic white,” will live on 
forever in my memory.) 

I don’t really expect Mitt Rom¬ 
ney to understand the value of 
something like PBS to people, 
like me, who grew up in poor, 
rural areas and went to small 
schools. These are places with 
no museums or preschools or 
after-school educational pro¬ 
grams. There wasn’t money for 
travel or to pay tutors. 

I honestly don’t know where I 
would be in the world without 
PBS. 

As PBS pointed out: 

“Over the course of a year, 
91 percent of all U.S. television 
households tune in to their local 
PBS station. In fact, our service 
is watched by 81 percent of all 
children between the ages of 
2-8. Each day, the American 
public receives an enduring 
and daily return on investment 
that is heard, seen, read and 
experienced in public media 
broadcasts, apps, podcasts 
and online - all for the cost of 
about $1.35 per person per 
year.” 

PBS is a national treasure, and 
Big Bird is our golden - um, 
whatever kind of bird he is. 
Hands offQ 
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Live from New York, it’s SNL’s take on the debate! 



Seen on an on-set video monitor, Jason Sudeikis, left, and Jay Pharoah perform as Mitt Romney 
and President Barack Obama during a dress rehearsal for Saturday Night Live's “Cold Opening: 
Debate” in New York, Oct. 6, 2012. 

(Karsten Moran/The New York Times) 


BILL CARTER 

© 2012 New York Times 

All last week, Lome Mi¬ 
chaels, the creator and 
longtime executive pro¬ 
ducer of “Saturday Night 
Live” was working the 
phone trying to nail down a 
visit to the show from either 
of this year's presidential 
candidates. By late Friday, 
it looked like it wouldn't 
happen, at least for this last 
week. 

But Michaels still needed 
star power. So he put in a 
call to Big Bird. 

Mitt Romney had men¬ 
tioned the Sesame Street 
character while discussing 
his planned cuts to financ¬ 
ing for PBS on Wednesday, 
so Michaels had his writers 
create a Big Bird segment 
for the show's “Weekend 
Update.” But executives 
at the Children’s Televi¬ 
sion Workshop were reluc¬ 
tant to have their beloved 
character in anything that 
could be construed as po¬ 
litical commentary. 

After Michaels made a 
personal appeal to some 
friends at the company 
and let them look at the 
script, they signed on Fri¬ 
day night. Caroll Spinney, 
the only actor to play Big 
Bird since 1969, was told to 
get his 8-foot yellow-feath¬ 
ered costume ready. 
“There’s always all this 
swirl,” Michaels said, de¬ 
scribing the buildup to the 


show, “and then you're 
fighting to get Big Bird on 
the phone.” 

Political season is high- 
anxiety season for “SNL,” 
which even in the age of 
Jon Stewart and Stephen 
Colbert is known for ifs de¬ 
finitive parodies of politi¬ 
cal debates. That includes 
Phil Hartman as Bill Clinton 
promoting his record in Ar¬ 
kansas (“Just this year we 
passed Mississippi to be¬ 
come 41st in the preven¬ 
tion of rickets”), Dana Car- 
vey as both George H.W. 
Bush and Ross Perot, and 
a 2000 debate between a 
pedantic Al Gore and an 
addled George W. Bush, in 
which each offered one- 
word summaries of fheir 
campaigns, “lockbox” and 
“strategery.” 

Michaels and NBC, usually 
very protective about the 
process of putting togeth¬ 
er “SNL,” allowed access 
to the show’s writers, stars 
and rehearsals this week 
as they prepared their de¬ 
bate sketch. Pointing to 
the more than 70 million 
people who watched the 
actual debate, Michaels 
said, “How else can you 
get anything that can play 
as comedy where every¬ 
one has seen it?” 

But the debate itself turned 
out to be a challenge. 
There were no big gaffes 
or obvious springboards for 
comedy. Instead, the first 


debate of fhis election of¬ 
fered up a blizzard of policy 
details and a lackluster per¬ 
formance from President 
Barack Obama. 

At home Wednesday 
night, Seth Meyers, one of 
the show’s head writers, 
watched with increasing 
concern. 

“It's boring enough when 
they're talking about all this 


and how it will affect Amer¬ 
icans, but when you're 
sitting there trying to pull 
comedy out of it, it's really 
bad,” Meyers said. “There 
were people on Twitter 


saying: ‘You must be really 
happy, there’s so much in 
this debate. This is writing 
itself.’ I was like: What de¬ 
bate are you watching?” 
The job of fuming fhe de¬ 
bate into comedy gold fell 
to Jim Downey, the long¬ 
time “SNL" writer who has 
created the show's debate 
parodies since the 1970s. 
This one, he said, was the 
hardest he had ever dealt 
with. 

“I can never remember 
one that didn’t have some¬ 
thing,” said Downey, who 
watched the debate by 
himself at home. “Some 
kind of thing that was odd 
or weird."Wednesday night 
and throughout Thurs¬ 
day, Michaels exchanged 
emails with Downey, get¬ 
ting the gist of his idea that 
Obama would be distract¬ 
ed by the fact that he had 
forgotten to buy his wife 
an anniversary present. 
Downey's genius, Michaels 
said, was summed up in his 
2000 sketch that featured 
the word “strategery.” 

“Bush didn’t say it, but peo¬ 
ple think he did," he said. 
Michaels also watched the 
post-debate coverage on 
MSNBC where the hosts 


Chris Matthews and Ed 
Schultz reacted strongly to 
the president's weak per¬ 
formance. 

“Rachel Maddow looked 
like she had just seen a terri¬ 


ble car accident,” he said. 
Sensing another opportuni¬ 
ty, he discussed it with the 
show’s writers, who, like Mi¬ 
chaels, occupy a warren of 
offices on fhe eighth floor 
at 30 Rockefeller Center. 
Downey, working mostly 
alone at home on his initial 
drafts, which he dictates 
by phone to his assistant, 
continued to ponder how 
to create the main debate 
sketch. By Friday afternoon, 
when the first run-through 
was scheduled, the script 
still was not complete. 

“This was the toughest as¬ 
signment I've ever had on 
one of these," he said later. 
By late Friday evening, the 
performers - Jay Pharaoh 
as Obama, and Jason 
Sudeikis as Mitt Romney - 
were able to do a partial 
run-through so that direc¬ 
tors and producers could 
at least work on the stag¬ 
ing. 

Michaels, with a still unfin¬ 
ished sketch on his hands, 
was toying with opening 
the show with an MSNBC 
sketch, even though chron¬ 
ologically it would have 
happened after the de¬ 
bate. Meyers and the co¬ 
head writer Colin Jost stood 
in front of a run-through 
of the MSNBC sketch dur¬ 
ing dress rehearsal, taking 
notes. Before the live show, 
an entire character, Ed 
Schultz, played by Bobby 
Moynihan, had been cut, 
and a new joke for Chris 
Maffhews abouf Obama 
needing a Mike Tyson face 
tattoo for the next debate 
had been added. 

In the late afternoon, 
Downey was still agonizing. 
Worried that his initial idea 
about the anniversary pres¬ 
ent was not enough, he 
had added a voice-over 
in which Obama describes 
the effects of altitude sick¬ 
ness, which Gore had sug¬ 
gested on Current TV was 
responsible for Obama’s 
debate performance. 
Downey wanted to have 
Obama stagger through 
the line “must... hang ... on 
... for Michelle," based on 
how Superman is typically 
portrayed in comic books 
reacting to Kryptonite. 

“I have to admit it," 
Downey said.Q 



From left: Bobby Moynihan, Kate McKinnon, and Kenan Thomp¬ 
son perform during a dress rehearsal for Saturday Night's Live’s 
“MSNBC Debate Fallout” sketch in New York, Oct. 6, 2012. Long¬ 
time SNL writer Jim Downey said the first presidential debate of 
this election was the most difficult one to turn into comedy. 

(Karsten Moran/The New York Times) 




















